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       Catholic Relief Services’ (CRS) Rice Bowl of-
fers Catholics in the United States a way to en-
counter Lent, to encounter the causes of
migration and displacement, and to learn about
the challenges faced by families around the world
in their Dioceses, parishes and homes.  
       CRS Rice Bowl, the agency’s flagship Lenten
program now in its fifth decade, will begin once
again on Ash Wednesday – February 14, 2018 –
giving Catholics throughout the country an op-
portunity to encounter the stories of people in
need around the world.
       “From CRS’ work in more than 100 coun-
tries, we know that people do not want to leave
their homes, that they do so because they feel
they have no other choice,” said Joan Rosenhauer,
executive vice president of Church Engagement.
“Lenten sacrifices contributed through CRS Rice
Bowl help give them that choice by providing

sustenance and livelihoods in communities
around the world.” 
       Started as an ecumenical effort in the Diocese
of Allentown, Pa., in 1975, CRS Rice Bowl soon
spread across the country as it called on Catholics
to perform a simple act of Lenten sacrifice —
substitute a low-cost meatless meal for more ex-
pensive dining once a week during Lent and put
the money saved in a cardboard rice bowl.  
       That concept remains at the heart of the pro-
gram even as it has expanded to include broader
Lenten faith enrichment through a wide variety
of resources available for the millions of
Catholics who participate. These include prayer
resources, a daily Lenten calendar, weekly stories
of hope that introduce families from around the
world and recipes from various countries for
meatless meals that can be enjoyed on Fridays
during Lent. 

Joseph Andrise, 29, shown above, a teacher from Notre Dame de Lamerci de Robillard school, in Nord Department,
Haiti, seen with her students of first grade in the classroom. Catholic Relief Services in partnership with the diocesan
office of the Catholic Education Commission, are implementing the program Haiti Reads. Funds collected in the CRS
rice bowls, which are turned in at the end of Lent, are distributed both around the world and in local communities to
combat hunger – 75 percent of every donation goes to CRS programming in targeted countries worldwide while 25
percent remains in the local Diocese from which the donation came, supporting initiatives that help alleviate poverty.

Deepen your Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl activities

Local Catholics witness
at pro-life events

Bishop Bradley to celebrate Mass and Anointing of the Sick 
at Borgess Hospital on February 12

By Sarah DeMott
       For 45 years March for Life in Washington D.C. has been the
signature event for the cause noted as the largest pro-life peaceful
protest. This year, Catholics from across the Diocese participated
in national and local events to pray for an end to abortion.
       Several groups from the Diocese braved the bitter cold in the
Windy City and joined with an estimated 6,000 people for the
March for Life Chicago, held January 14th.  
       Hundreds of thousands

of peaceful protestors
from around the country
traveled to Washington,
D.C. for the National
March for Life, includ-
ing groups from Hack-
ett Catholic Prep, Lake
Michigan Catholic
High School and 

several parishes in the Diocese. On
January 18 the Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for Life was held
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, DC. Rev. James Adams, Parochial Vicar at St.
Monica Parish and Chaplain/Spiritual Moderator for Hackett
Catholic Prep; Rev. Thomas McNally, Vice Rector at St. Augustine
Cathedral; and Rev. Harold Potter, Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph
Parish, St. Joseph concelebrated the Mass. 
       More than a hundred people from around the Diocese joined
Bishop Bradley for a Prayer for Life on January 21 in Bronson
Park. Pastors and church leaders from several local churches also
joined this ecumenical prayer for an end to abortion. Participants
donated diapers and baby wipes as donations to Caring Network
and Alternatives of Kalamazoo. Catholic Charities also held an Ec-
umenical Prayer for Life Hour on Jan. 22, led by Deacon Louis
Zemlick. 
       In addition to the March, January honors all human life on
January 22 with the National Sanctity of Human Life Day. Masses
are held around the country. Bishop Bradley celebrated Mass at 
St. Augustine Cathedral and asked all parishes throughout the
Diocese to hold Mass as well with special dedication to praying for
an end to abortion and a renewed focus on the innate value of all
human life, from conception until natural death. This year a ple-
nary indulgence was also obtainable if all conditions were met and
a Mass for Life was attended. 

Prayer for Life participants hold a sign “God Doesn’t Create Anyone on 
Accident” while singing. The ecumenical prayer service, held January 21st 
in Bronson Park, was led by Bishop Bradley and clergy from Christian and
Protestant churches around Kalamazoo. 

Bishop Bradley will celebrate Mass with
Anointing of the Sick, in observance of 
the World Day of the Sick on Monday, 
February 12, 2018,  at Noon in the Lawrence
Education Center Auditorium at  Borgess
Medical Center,1521 Gull Road Kalamazoo.
Bishop is shown right offering a blessing
during last year’s Mass. World Day of the
Sick, observed annually on February 11th
was introduced by Pope John Paul II 
as a way for Christians to offer prayers for
those suffering from illnesses. The day 
coincides with the commemoration of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. All are welcome for
this Mass.
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Bishop welcomes close to 90 for annual Rite of Election
On February 18, families, friends and sponsors of the 89 catechumens and candidates gathered at 

St. Augustine Cathedral for the annual Rite of Election with Bishop Bradley. This year  35 catechumens 
(those who will receive the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and the Eucharist during the Easter 
Vigil ) and  54 candidates (baptized members who will be confirmed during Easter Vigil) represented 
29 parishes from across the Diocese. Members of the elect ranged in age from young children to 
grandparents and all ages in-between. 

Bishop Bradley commended the “Class of 2018” for answering their “call to conversion” and 
during his homily offered the following advice:  “As in any friendship, we have to always work at it,” he 
explained.  “We have to make sure that we spend time with our friend, Jesus, through regular prayer; 
we have to make sure that we remain on good terms with Jesus, and if, we do something that betrays 
our friendship through sins that we commit, we have to make sure that we restore that friendship 
through the Sacrament of Penance. And we have to make sure that we keep our friendship nourished 
and vibrant through regularly participating in the Holy Eucharist, the Source and Summit of our faith. 
That’s when we will rejoice with you 89 Catechumens and Candidates when you are one with us in 
celebrating the Sacraments, most especially joining us around the Table of the Lord at Mass, sharing in 
our common identity as Jesus’ friends.”

The Rite of Election includes the enrollment of names of all the Catechumens seeking baptism at 
the coming Easter Vigil. Typically held on the first Sunday of Lent, the Catechumens, their sponsors 
and families gather at the cathedral church. The Catechumens publicly express their desire for baptism 
to the diocesan bishop. Their names are recorded in a book and they are called the Elect. 

The liturgy is also referred to for the candidates as the “Continuing Call to Conversion.” Coming 
into full communion with the Catholic Church describes the process for entrance into the Catholic 
Church for already baptized Christians. In most cases, these individuals make a profession of faith but 
are not baptized again.

Bishop Bradley begins series of Lenten deanery visits
Two years ago Bishop Bradley announced the creation of the 

Diocesan Pastoral Plan: Moving Forward in Hope, which created 
26 Parish Collaboratives from the 59 parishes in the Diocese. This 
month, Bishop Bradley will host a discussion entitled “A Springtime of 
Faith: Collaborating for a Shared Vision for the Future” in each of the 
Deaneries. 

During his presentation Bishop Bradley will outline the vision for 
the Diocese, the need for the plan, the current diocesan priorities and 
invite comments and discussion. Each presentation begins at 6 p.m. and 
concludes by 7:30 p.m.:

March 5 –    Southern Deanery – Our Lady of the Lake Parish, 
Edwardsburg

March 12 –  Central Deanery – St. Thomas More Parish Social 
Room, Kalamazoo

March 13 –  Western Deanery – Rose Center (301 Wayne Street), St. 
Joseph Parish, St. Joseph

March 15 –  Eastern Deanery – St. Philip Parish, Battle Creek 
(Cafeteria)

March 19 –  Northern Deanery – Blessed Sacrament Parish, Allegan

World’s Young People Can Participate in 
Pre-Synodal Meeting in Rome Next Month
Some 300 from 5 Continents Will Attend, But All Can 
Participate From Home
By Deborah Castellano Lubov/Zenit

A pre-synodal meeting is going to take place 
in Rome from March 19-24, 2018, in the Vatican 
ahead of the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops in October the topic: Young 
People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment.

The purpose of the meeting, according to 
Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, is to provide the 
opportunity for young people to produce a 

document, which expresses their view on the state of things, their 
ideas, their feelings and their recommendations, to be presented to 
the Synodal Fathers.

Some 300 people, representing young people from the 
five continents, are expected to participate in this preliminary 
gathering. Bishops’ conferences, religious congregations, and other 
Vatican dicasteries were involved in selecting the young people 
who will participate.

On March 25, on Palm Sunday, the input from this meeting 
will be delivered to the Pope. It will be among the various items 
taken into account in the Instrumentum laboris to be used by the 
Synod fathers.
How Young People Can Be Participate From Around the World

Expressing the Vatican’s desire that young people all over 
the world can also engage in these discussions, the Italian prelate 
stressed they are encouraged to do so, by means of social media.

How can young people take part in the meeting? Young Italian 
Filippo Passantino pointed out the available instruments on the 
social networks.

Filippo, who is part of a group of young people, invited to the 
heart of the Synod’s Secretariat, to promote participation on the 
social networks, hoped that “the Church can speak the language of 
young people.” So the group created a Facebook page, multilingual 
Twitter and Instagram accounts with “a young look to speak to 
other young people.”

He explained that it’s about “transforming the social networks 
into a forum open to all,” so that numerous young people can take 
part in the Pre-Synodal meeting, in addition to the 300 young 
people who will be there. Young people are invited to share their 
stories, their questions on these social networks. “We have received 
many messages from the whole world,” said Filippo. The common 
hashtag on these international networks is: #Synod2018.

For young people, a Facebook page has been created: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/pre.synodal/about

The Synod’s official site published, in English, with 
useful instruments for the Pre-Synodal meeting: http://www.
synod2018.va/content/synod2018/en/pre-synodal-meeting.html

Photo by John Grap

The severe snowstorm that crippled Southwest Michigan was no match for the 
close to 300 high schoolers and volunteers that participated in The Presence, 
a Eucharistic-centered retreat hosted by the diocesan office of Catholic 
Education and New Evangelization. The nationally known keynote speaker was 
Chris Padgett who spoke about selflessness, service and vocation. The largest 
representation came from Holy Angels Parish in Sturgis with 43 participants. 
Twenty-one parishes were represented. For more information on how you can 
get involved for 2019 contact George Dragan; gdragan@diokzoo.org.

This month Bishop Bradley will 
visit each Deanery in the Diocese 
to present his Lenten talk, “A 
Springtime of Faith: Collaborating 
our Shared Vision for the Future.” 
Shown above: Bishop Bradley 
answers questions during the 2016 
Diocesan Pastoral Plan presentation 
at St. Mary’s Parish in Kalamazoo.
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FROM THE EDITOR
By Victoria Cessna
“Remember, that you are dust, and unto dust you
shall return.”
“Won’t you be my Valentine?”

       For the first time in years, 73 to be exact, Ash Wednesday, the
first day of the Lenten season, coincides with St. Valentine’s Day, a
day generally devoted to candy hearts and true love. 
       But is it really so unusual for the two days to collide? What
better day than the day synonymous with love to begin our 40-day
Lenten journey focused on the greatest love story of all - the love
God showed His children by sending His only Son as our Re-
deemer? 
       The Greeks understood the complexities of love — the many
facets that go beyond the English four-letter word. Of the six to
eight (depending on your Greek scholarly source) words for love
the ancient Greeks used frequently, three stand-out to me as I re-
flect on the Lenten season: philia (friendship), pragma (enduring
love) and agape (selfless love).  
       Philia is the love and affection we have for our friends. In fact
the Greeks are said to have valued it over “eros”-romantic love be-
cause it was between equals, a love of sacrifice and giving. 
       Pragma is a mature love, between long-married couples or
friends who’ve known each other for decades — a love seasoned
with patience and tolerance. 
       Agape is a selfless love that you extend to all people and was
later translated into Latin as caritas, which is the origin of our
word “charity.” Each type of love valuable and each type an appro-
priate guide for your Lenten journey. 
       Recently Pope Francis made world headlines for performing
another papal first — the first time a pope married a couple on a
plane. On the flight from Santiago to Iquique during his apostolic
visit to Chile he blessed the marriage of Podesta and Ciuffardi,
who were married civilly and have two children but whose
Catholic wedding was cancelled when their church was destroyed
in the Chile earthquake. Pope Francis, with the love of a father for
his children, gave them the gift of solidifying their union as a
sacrament. One historic moment with so many examples of philia
and agape that hopefully help this couple achieve pragma.
       Love, in all its forms and expressions, is interwoven in every-
thing we do. This Lent as I start off Ash Wednesday with ashes on
my head and Valentine cards in hand, I’m going to intentionally
plan how I can deepen my Lenten journey through all the many
expressions of love.

Rev. Wieslaw Lipka passes away
Polish-native priest ministered
across the Diocese

KALAMAZOO, Mich. 
(January 3, 2018) – 
Rev. Wieslaw Lipka, 76,
passed away peacefully on
January 3rd, 2018, just shy of
his upcoming 77th birthday
on January 12. Fr. Wieslaw
has been battling a serious 

illness since 2016. 
       Fr. Lipka was born January 12, 1941, to 
Wladyslawa (Kukulska) and Marian Lipka in the
Polish town of Gasewo. He attended Minor Semi-
nary and Major Seminary in Plock, Poland, and
graduated from Catholic University in Lublin,
Poland. He was ordained to the Priesthood on
June 13, 1965 in Makow, Mazowiecki, Poland. 
       Fr. Lipka’s last pastoral assignment was as
Parochial Vicar for Holy Family Parish, Decatur
where he spent just a few months before leaving
due to his declining health. Previous to that he
was the Parochial Vicar for St. Monica Parish,
Kalamazoo from 2001 to 2016. He provided pas-
toral ministry at a number of Parishes through-
out the Diocese and also was an emergency
on-call Chaplain for local hospitals. Fr. Lipka was
well-known in the local Polish community and
celebrated a monthly Mass in Polish while he was
able [see “Priestly Assignments” for additional
information.]
       “Father Lipka courageously battled cancer

over these 18 months but he carried his cross
with joy and grace,” said Bishop Bradley. “He re-
mained full of hope and acceptance throughout,
with a clear mind and a ready wit.” 
       Visitation and Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo. Fr.
Lipka was interned at Mt. Olivet Catholic Ceme-
tery, Kalamazoo. 

Fr. Wieslaw Lipka Priestly Assignments:
Priestly Assignments: Diocese of Kalamazoo

2016: Parochial Vicar – Holy Family Parish, Decatur
2001-2016: Parochial Vicar – St. Monica Parish, 

Kalamazoo
Other Assignments:

2010: Emergency on-call Chaplain Bronson Hospital,
Kalamazoo

2012: Interim resident priest – St. Stanislaus Parish,
Dorr (temporary assignment) Sacred Heart Parish,

Watson
2013: Parochial Vicar pro tem –St. Ambrose Parish,

Parchment (temporary assignment)

Priestly Assignments: 
Diocese of Plock (Poland)

1965-1966: Associate Priest – St. Stanislaus Parish,
Biezun, Poland

1966-1967: Associate Priest – Holy Mary Parish, 
Winnica, Poland

1967-1969: Associate Priest – St. Catherine Parish,
Łeg, Poland

1969-1970: Associate Priest – St. Maximilian Kolbe
Parish, Plock, Poland

1970-1972: Associate Priest, St. Ann Parish, Zaile,
Poland

1972-1973: Associate Priest, St. Adalbert Parish,
Raciaz, Poland

1973-1976: Administrator — St. Ann Parish, Zale,
Poland

1976-2000; Pastor – St. Ann Parish, Zale, Poland

Bishop Bradley renews call to stand up against racism 
Bishop Bradley released the following statement in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January
15th and the National Day for Racial Healing on
January 16th. 
       “The important observances of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day and the National Day for Racial
Healing present us the opportunity to renew our
steadfast commitment to stand up against racism.
We celebrate Dr. King because he worked tirelessly
to promote justice and equality for all people, while
encouraging a culture of nonviolence and love of one
another as brothers and sisters in the human family.
Inspired by Jesus’ Gospel message of love for all, Dr.
King said: “Now there is a final reason I think that
Jesus says, ‘Love your enemies.’ It is this: that love
has within it a redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals.” *
       “Recent acts of violence and hatred in many parts of our country are clearly motivated by racial
bigotry. No matter who we are, or what position we hold, we must ensure that our words and deeds
reflect civility, grace and mutual respect for all people. I join with Cardinal DiNardo, the President of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, who said in his statement that we must bring Dr.
King's teachings into the present moment in a way that inspires lasting change. He quoted Dr. King
who once wrote: “Along the way of life, someone must have the sense enough and the morality
enough to cut off the chain of hate.” (1958 Essay) As Cardinal DiNardo wrote, “breaking the chain of
hate requires both courage and commitment.”  
       “Last Fall I convened an Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism to stand up against this sin of
racism. The committee members shared personal insights at the inaugural meeting, and will be mak-
ing recommendations when they reconvene later this month on how we can position ourselves to
“break the chain of hate” that might exist here within the nine counties of southwest Michigan that
make up the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I am inspired by the committee members’ commitment to iden-
tify and recommend ways the Church can help combat this pervasive evil.
       “I call upon all people of good will to “have the sense enough and the morality enough” to stand
up against racism so that we can live together in peace, with mutual respect, and to do as Jesus com-
manded: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
*Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,  “Love Your Enemies” sermon, Detroit, March 1961.

Shown above at the inaugural meeting of the Diocesan
Committee Against Racism are Bishop Bradley and 
Dr. Karen Ristau, chairperson. 
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Bishop Bradley calls for additional Lenten devotion to 
the end of violence in wake of Parkland, Florida tragedy 

KALAMAZOO, Mich.: (February 15, 2018): Bishop Paul J. Bradley is calling for an addition 
Lenten devotion to root out of the evil of violence in the wake of the tragic shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, which claimed the lives of 17 innocent people and traumatized an entire community. “I ask 
all Catholics to make the seven Fridays of Lent days of special prayer, and to off er up our sacrifi ce of 
abstinence from meat on those same days, beginning with this Friday, February 16th, for the intention 
of an end to violence in our own lives and in the lives of all people, with the hope, which is also God’s 
Hope, that we will live together in peace,” he wrote. 

Bishop Bradley’s full statement: “Our hearts are heavy with sadness, even as our minds still 
cannot comprehend the senselessness of the horrendous act of violence which claimed the lives of 
17 innocent people, injured many more and traumatized an entire community at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., which should be a safe haven where young people can grow 
and learn without fear for their lives. Yesterday, on a day devoted to the love we have for those special 
people in our lives (Valentine’s Day), and a day calling all people of faith in Jesus as our Lord to a 
conversion of mind and heart as we begin the penitential season of Lent (Ash Wednesday), we were 
yet again confronted with the tragic reality of another senseless act of violence. We pray for those 
whose lives were ended in this world, and we commend them to our Merciful God to receive them 
into His Loving Arms. We pray for the families of those who were killed and ask God to cover them 
with His comfort and consolation. We pray for all those young students, teachers and administrators 
who were injured, and the entire community and so many in our nation who have been traumatized 
by this brutal and purposeless act. 

“Lent is a time for special prayer, fasting and acts of charity for the purpose of turning us away 
from sin--that which divides and separates us from God and one another---so that we can be healed 
of what divides us, and live in the unity with God and neighbor as we have been designed to do. 
Yesterday’s violence was horrifi c and deeply troubling as we realize that it marked the fourth school 
shooting in the fi rst six weeks of 2018. Th at statistic is beyond distressing and should be a cause 
for great concern for all. While the endless arguments about gun control and tighter security will 
continue, as people of faith, we know that the only solution is for people to change their hearts, and 
to turn away from violence. Let us pray, fast, give alms and do whatever it takes to change hearts, 
beginning with our own, and to root out violence from our choices when dealing with confl ict. 

“I call on all Catholics, Christians, people of faith, and all people of good will to pray, fast and give 
alms for the purpose of ending violence. I ask all Catholics to make the seven Fridays of Lent days of 
special prayer, and to off er up our sacrifi ce of abstinence from meat on those same days, beginning 
with this Friday, February 16th, for the intention of an end to violence in our own lives and in the lives 
of all people, with the hope, which is also God’s Hope, that we will live together in peace.”

FROM THE EDITOR
By Victoria Cessna 

“Go ahead and walk right by that junk on the 
fl oor – your mom has nothing better to do than 
pick up aft er you.” 

My grandfather was the master of sarcasm. 
Th is admonition was one he spoke frequently 
when visiting and watching his only daughter, 

my beleaguered mother, chase and clean-up aft er seven rather 
unhelpful off spring. 

It’s hard to determine if a trait such as sarcasm can be inherited 
or learned but it’s certainly one that is quite prevalent in my family, 
especially amongst my siblings. And while I know he delivered his 
barbs fueled by a fi erce love, the recipients of my sarcastic musings 
might not be as convinced of my intentions not to harm. 

So when it came time to ponder my Lenten resolutions I 
decided I would make a concerted eff ort to bite my tongue. I 
thought I was doing pretty well squashing the refl exive quips 
and barbs from exiting my mouth (though the thought bubbles 
were still fl oating and popping around my brain like champagne 
bottles at a New Year’s party). Th en while out of town during just 
the second week of Lent I listened to a young priest’s homily and 
realized what an utter failure my plan was.

Th is young priest had just transferred from a parish in Flint, 
Mich., to one in a neighboring community where I happened to 
be visiting. During his homily he explained how self-editing isn’t 
enough. During Lent, the point is transformation and conversion. 
He went on to compare self-editing to a water fi lter. He explained 
the water fi lter was good and needed, and stopped (almost all) 
of the bad stuff  coming through, but you always knew that right 
behind that fi lter was a load of junk and poison. 

In other words making a commitment to not saying anything 
negative – that’s all fi ne and good  – but it’s not enough. It’s not 
what we’re called to do during Lent. We’re called to allow the 
love of Jesus to transform our hearts. Or in the case of my Lenten 
sacrifi ce to transform the poisonous thoughts littering my brain 
into thoughts of kindness and charity for my neighbor. 

Granted, as a recovering-sarcastic,  I’m still a work in progress 
but I’m trying. Pope Francis, in his Ash Wednesday homily, said, 
“Lent is the ideal time to unmask these and other temptations, to 
allow our hearts to beat once more in tune with the vibrant heart of 
Jesus.” 

May your remaining Lenten journey bring you closer to 
achieving an inspired heart rhythm with the One who came to save 
us all.

Pontifi cal Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land set for Good Friday
By Lisa Irwin, Associate Director/Sanctity of the Human Person

Taken up in Catholic parishes around the world at the request 
of the Holy Father, the annual Pontifi cal Good Friday Collection 
provides critical funds to support Christian ministries and shrines 
in the Holy Land.  Christians living in the Holy Land today are 
descendants of those who fi rst believed and lived the Christian 
faith.  Th e wars, unrest and instability caused by the complex 
political, religious and military challenges in the Holy Land have 
been especially hard on Christians.  

Th e funds raised are administered by the Franciscans and 
support ministries and programs that are signs of hope amid these 
challenges.  Th e Holy Land encompasses Israel, Palestine, Syria, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt and Rhodes.  Twenty-nine 
parishes provide a space to worship as well as Christian formation, 
youth and family programs and pastoral care. Schools serve 
more than 10,000 students in pre-K through 12th grade, and are open to all regardless of religion or 
nationality.  Other initiatives include four homes for orphans, housing for senior citizens and families, 
seminarian formation, university scholarships and the maintenance and preservation of fi ft y-four 
shrines connected to the life of Jesus and the prophets. 

Donations to this appeal of the Holy Father is a direct way to respond to the needs of Holy Land 
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By Victoria Cessna
“Remember, that you are dust, and unto dust you
shall return.”
“Won’t you be my Valentine?”

       For the first time in years, 73 to be exact, Ash Wednesday, the
first day of the Lenten season, coincides with St. Valentine’s Day, a
day generally devoted to candy hearts and true love. 
       But is it really so unusual for the two days to collide? What
better day than the day synonymous with love to begin our 40-day
Lenten journey focused on the greatest love story of all - the love
God showed His children by sending His only Son as our Re-
deemer? 
       The Greeks understood the complexities of love — the many
facets that go beyond the English four-letter word. Of the six to
eight (depending on your Greek scholarly source) words for love
the ancient Greeks used frequently, three stand-out to me as I re-
flect on the Lenten season: philia (friendship), pragma (enduring
love) and agape (selfless love).  
       Philia is the love and affection we have for our friends. In fact
the Greeks are said to have valued it over “eros”-romantic love be-
cause it was between equals, a love of sacrifice and giving. 
       Pragma is a mature love, between long-married couples or
friends who’ve known each other for decades — a love seasoned
with patience and tolerance. 
       Agape is a selfless love that you extend to all people and was
later translated into Latin as caritas, which is the origin of our
word “charity.” Each type of love valuable and each type an appro-
priate guide for your Lenten journey. 
       Recently Pope Francis made world headlines for performing
another papal first — the first time a pope married a couple on a
plane. On the flight from Santiago to Iquique during his apostolic
visit to Chile he blessed the marriage of Podesta and Ciuffardi,
who were married civilly and have two children but whose
Catholic wedding was cancelled when their church was destroyed
in the Chile earthquake. Pope Francis, with the love of a father for
his children, gave them the gift of solidifying their union as a
sacrament. One historic moment with so many examples of philia
and agape that hopefully help this couple achieve pragma.
       Love, in all its forms and expressions, is interwoven in every-
thing we do. This Lent as I start off Ash Wednesday with ashes on
my head and Valentine cards in hand, I’m going to intentionally
plan how I can deepen my Lenten journey through all the many
expressions of love.

Rev. Wieslaw Lipka passes away
Polish-native priest ministered
across the Diocese

KALAMAZOO, Mich. 
(January 3, 2018) – 
Rev. Wieslaw Lipka, 76,
passed away peacefully on
January 3rd, 2018, just shy of
his upcoming 77th birthday
on January 12. Fr. Wieslaw
has been battling a serious 

illness since 2016. 
       Fr. Lipka was born January 12, 1941, to 
Wladyslawa (Kukulska) and Marian Lipka in the
Polish town of Gasewo. He attended Minor Semi-
nary and Major Seminary in Plock, Poland, and
graduated from Catholic University in Lublin,
Poland. He was ordained to the Priesthood on
June 13, 1965 in Makow, Mazowiecki, Poland. 
       Fr. Lipka’s last pastoral assignment was as
Parochial Vicar for Holy Family Parish, Decatur
where he spent just a few months before leaving
due to his declining health. Previous to that he
was the Parochial Vicar for St. Monica Parish,
Kalamazoo from 2001 to 2016. He provided pas-
toral ministry at a number of Parishes through-
out the Diocese and also was an emergency
on-call Chaplain for local hospitals. Fr. Lipka was
well-known in the local Polish community and
celebrated a monthly Mass in Polish while he was
able [see “Priestly Assignments” for additional
information.]
       “Father Lipka courageously battled cancer

over these 18 months but he carried his cross
with joy and grace,” said Bishop Bradley. “He re-
mained full of hope and acceptance throughout,
with a clear mind and a ready wit.” 
       Visitation and Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo. Fr.
Lipka was interned at Mt. Olivet Catholic Ceme-
tery, Kalamazoo. 

Fr. Wieslaw Lipka Priestly Assignments:
Priestly Assignments: Diocese of Kalamazoo

2016: Parochial Vicar – Holy Family Parish, Decatur
2001-2016: Parochial Vicar – St. Monica Parish, 

Kalamazoo
Other Assignments:

2010: Emergency on-call Chaplain Bronson Hospital,
Kalamazoo

2012: Interim resident priest – St. Stanislaus Parish,
Dorr (temporary assignment) Sacred Heart Parish,

Watson
2013: Parochial Vicar pro tem –St. Ambrose Parish,

Parchment (temporary assignment)

Priestly Assignments: 
Diocese of Plock (Poland)

1965-1966: Associate Priest – St. Stanislaus Parish,
Biezun, Poland

1966-1967: Associate Priest – Holy Mary Parish, 
Winnica, Poland

1967-1969: Associate Priest – St. Catherine Parish,
Łeg, Poland

1969-1970: Associate Priest – St. Maximilian Kolbe
Parish, Plock, Poland

1970-1972: Associate Priest, St. Ann Parish, Zaile,
Poland

1972-1973: Associate Priest, St. Adalbert Parish,
Raciaz, Poland

1973-1976: Administrator — St. Ann Parish, Zale,
Poland

1976-2000; Pastor – St. Ann Parish, Zale, Poland

Bishop Bradley renews call to stand up against racism 
Bishop Bradley released the following statement in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January
15th and the National Day for Racial Healing on
January 16th. 
       “The important observances of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day and the National Day for Racial
Healing present us the opportunity to renew our
steadfast commitment to stand up against racism.
We celebrate Dr. King because he worked tirelessly
to promote justice and equality for all people, while
encouraging a culture of nonviolence and love of one
another as brothers and sisters in the human family.
Inspired by Jesus’ Gospel message of love for all, Dr.
King said: “Now there is a final reason I think that
Jesus says, ‘Love your enemies.’ It is this: that love
has within it a redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals.” *
       “Recent acts of violence and hatred in many parts of our country are clearly motivated by racial
bigotry. No matter who we are, or what position we hold, we must ensure that our words and deeds
reflect civility, grace and mutual respect for all people. I join with Cardinal DiNardo, the President of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, who said in his statement that we must bring Dr.
King's teachings into the present moment in a way that inspires lasting change. He quoted Dr. King
who once wrote: “Along the way of life, someone must have the sense enough and the morality
enough to cut off the chain of hate.” (1958 Essay) As Cardinal DiNardo wrote, “breaking the chain of
hate requires both courage and commitment.”  
       “Last Fall I convened an Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism to stand up against this sin of
racism. The committee members shared personal insights at the inaugural meeting, and will be mak-
ing recommendations when they reconvene later this month on how we can position ourselves to
“break the chain of hate” that might exist here within the nine counties of southwest Michigan that
make up the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I am inspired by the committee members’ commitment to iden-
tify and recommend ways the Church can help combat this pervasive evil.
       “I call upon all people of good will to “have the sense enough and the morality enough” to stand
up against racism so that we can live together in peace, with mutual respect, and to do as Jesus com-
manded: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
*Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,  “Love Your Enemies” sermon, Detroit, March 1961.

Shown above at the inaugural meeting of the Diocesan
Committee Against Racism are Bishop Bradley and 
Dr. Karen Ristau, chairperson. 
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The Bishop’s Perspective La Perspectiva del Obispo
Dando la bienvenida a una “primavera” temprana

FEBRUARY  2018

       February doesn’t always rank high on people’s list of favorite months
but in reality there really are many great reasons to embrace this time of
year. It’s the month that bridges the frigid, first month of January and the
third month of March which not only celebrates the two great and well-
loved Saints, Joseph and Patrick, but is also the month when winter offi-
cially ends and spring begins. And of course, February is normally the month of
Super Bowl parties and Valentine’s Day celebrations; though, this year, since Ash
Wednesday and Valentine’s Day collide, we will all need to plan ahead and have our
Valentine’s Day celebrations before or after Ash Wednesday because of the obligatory
fast and abstinence required of us on that solemn day. Ash Wednesday begins our
annual 40-day Lenten journey which, though the actual date of Ash Wednesday
changes every year, always begins sometime in February.
       Does Lent qualify as one of the reasons why February, for me, is one of my fa-
vorite months? It certainly does, because Lent brings us an “early Spring”; and
Springtime is (at least for me) the best season of the year.
       Now, I do realize that the first day of meteorological Spring is on March 1st, and
the first actual day of Spring is not until March 21st, but for us, Lent begins our spiri-
tual springtime. The very word “Lent” is derived from an Old English word meaning
“springtime”. Just as spring awakens nature to new life and growth, so each Lent is-
sues a renewed invitation to us as people of faith to awaken to the Paschal Mystery,
which brings hope to the world.
       As I write this month’s article, it seems very clear to me that the entire world is
very much in need of that virture of hope, and therefore could benefit from this early
spiritual springtime of Lent. The political divisions among our leaders, and their
constituents, seem to be deeper than ever; the acrimony among people in general
seems very strong; the ability for us as a people to have civil discourse and discuss is-
sues rationally seems to have gone by the wayside. Whatever the topic of the day,
tensions are high, emotions are strained and patience is in short supply. Aside from
political divisions, or perhaps because of them, social movements are picking up in
intensity, but sadly with an “if you don’t agree with the way I see things, you’re an
awful human being” attitude, which actually creates greater divisions and decreases
the likelihood of mutual understanding. We hear accusations of racism and sexism
leveled at every level of society. We witness the tragedies of increased senseless acts
of violence and brutality in school shootings and even among family members.  
       That’s why I say I think we are all in need of “an early spiritual springtime” and a
good season of Lent. Lent gives us 40 days to cleanse ourselves of whatever hold sin
has on us, that which distracts us from following God’s ways. Lent is that time, as we
are all reminded on Ash Wednesday when blessed ashes are placed on our forehead
in the form of a cross to remember our mortality — that one day, at a time none of
us knows, our life in this world will end; and to turn away from sin and believe in the
Gospel/saving Word of Jesus, rather than the messages that are barked so loudly by
the world which create greater anger and deeper divisions.  
       What is wonderful about Lent is that it comes to us every year as an annual op-
portunity which can make a life-changing difference within us. If we approach it as
just another 40 days that come and go, with no difference and no change, then we’ve
missed an enormous opportunity. With each Lent we are encouraged to practice the
ancient and powerful spiritual practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving/works of
charity. But what is different each year is us; we are in a different place, with different
needs, and different specific sins from which we need to be forgiven so we can move
forward in hope.
       Pope Francis, in his beautiful Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” (The
Joy of the Gospel) opens with these words: “The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and
lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept His offer of salvation are set free
from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ, Joy is constantly born
anew.” (#1)  Isn’t that exactly what we all want — to be set free from sin, sorrow,
emptiness and loneliness? Isn’t that exactly what we all need? Lent provides us with
that opportunity, as long as we embrace these 40 days and are open to the “new life”
that we can find in Jesus. As is the case in every season of Lent, we are able to accom-
plish that by prayer, fasting and almsgiving/works of charity.

Prayer: While some people like to paint Lent as a time of deprivation and self-de-
nial, prayer can lead us to find the joy and renewed hope we long for through our
deeper encounter with Jesus. Nurturing our relationship by dedicating time in the
morning to reading the Bible and Lenten reflections, attending Mass as often as pos-
sible during the week in addition to our Sunday obligation, praying the rosary as
often as possible, and spending time in Eucharistic Adoration when available to be in
prayerful union with Jesus Himself — all of these are ways to encounter Jesus and in-
vite Him into our daily lives to help us turn away from sin and believe in the

Febrero no siempre ocupa un lugar destacado en la lista de meses favo-
ritos de las personas, pero en realidad hay muchas buenas razones para
abrazar esta época del año. Es el mes que hace puente entre el frígido pri-
mer mes de enero y el tercer mes de marzo, que no solo celebra a los dos
grandes y queridos Santos, José y Patricio, sino que también es el mes en
que el invierno oficialmente termina y comienza la primavera. Y, por su-

puesto, febrero es normalmente el mes de las fiestas del Super Bowl y las celebracio-
nes del Día de San Valentín; sin embargo, este año, dado que el Miércoles de Ceniza
y el Día de San Valentín coinciden, debemos planear y celebrar el Día de San Valen-
tín antes o después del Miércoles de Ceniza debido al ayuno y la abstinencia obliga-
toria que se nos exige en ese día solemne. El miércoles de ceniza comienza nuestro
viaje anual de Cuaresma de 40 días que, aunque la fecha del Miércoles de Ceniza
cambia todos los años, siempre comienza en algún momento de febrero.
       ¿La Cuaresma califica como una de las razones por las cuales febrero, para mí,
es uno de mis meses favoritos? Ciertamente si, porque la Cuaresma nos trae una
“primavera temprana”; y la primavera es (al menos para mí) la mejor estación del
año.
       Ahora, si me doy cuenta de que el primer día de la primavera meteorológica es
el 1 de marzo, y el primer día real de la primavera no es hasta el 21 de marzo, pero
la Cuaresma comienza para nosotros nuestra primavera espiritual anual. La misma
palabra “Cuaresma” se deriva de una antigua palabra en inglés que significa “prima-
vera.” Así como la primavera despierta la naturaleza a una nueva vida y creci-
miento, cada Cuaresma nos invita nuevamente como personas de fe a despertar al
Misterio Pascual, que trae esperanza al mundo.
       Mientras escribo el artículo de este mes, me parece muy claro que el mundo en-
tero tiene una gran necesidad de esperanza y, por lo tanto, podría beneficiarse de
esta temprana primavera espiritual de la Cuaresma. Las divisiones políticas entre
nuestros líderes y sus constituyentes parecen ser más profundas que nunca; la aspe-
reza entre las personas en general parece muy fuerte; la posibilidad de que noso-
tros, como pueblo, tengamos un discurso civil y discutamos los problemas
racionalmente parece haber quedado en el camino. Cualquiera que sea el tema del
día, las tensiones son altas, las emociones se tensan y la paciencia escasea. Aparte de
las divisiones políticas, o quizás debido a ellas, los movimientos sociales están co-
brando intensidad, pero tristemente con una actitud de “si no estás de acuerdo con
la forma en que veo las cosas, eres un ser humano horrible”, lo que en realidad crea
mayores divisiones y disminuye la probabilidad de entendimiento mutuo. Escucha-
mos acusaciones de racismo y sexismo dirigidas a todos los niveles de la sociedad.
Somos testigos de las tragedias de un aumento de los actos sin sentido de violencia
y brutalidad en los tiroteos escolares e incluso entre los miembros de la familia.
       Es por eso por lo que digo que creo que todos necesitamos “una temprana pri-
mavera espiritual” y una buena temporada de Cuaresma. La Cuaresma nos da 40
días para limpiarnos de cualquier posesión que el pecado tenga sobre nosotros, lo
que nos distrae de seguir los caminos de Dios. La cuaresma es ese momento, como
a todos se nos recuerda el Miércoles de Ceniza cuando se colocan cenizas benditas
sobre nuestra frente en forma de cruz para recordar nuestra mortalidad — que un
día, en una hora que ninguno de nosotros sabe, nuestra vida en este el mundo ter-
minará; y alejarnos del pecado y creer en el Evangelio/ la Palabra salvadora de
Jesús, en lugar de los mensajes que el mundo vocifera tan fuerte que crean una
mayor ira y divisiones más profundas.
       Lo maravilloso de la Cuaresma es que nos llega cada año como una oportuni-
dad anual que puede marcar una diferencia que cambia nuestra vida. Si nos acerca-
mos a ella como solo 40 días más que van y vienen, sin diferencias y sin cambios,
entonces hemos perdido una gran oportunidad. Con cada Cuaresma, se nos anima
a practicar las antiguas y poderosas prácticas espirituales de oración, ayuno y li-
mosna / obras de caridad. Pero lo que es diferente cada año somos nosotros; esta-
mos en un lugar diferente, con diferentes necesidades y diferentes pecados
específicos de los cuales debemos ser perdonados para poder avanzar en la espe-
ranza.
       El Papa Francisco, en su hermosa Exhortación Apostólica “Evangelii Gaudium”
(La alegría del Evangelio) comienza con estas palabras: “La alegría del Evangelio
llena los corazones y las vidas de todos los que se encuentran con Jesús.” Aquellos
que aceptan su oferta de salvación son liberados del pecado, la tristeza, el vacío in-
terior y la soledad. Con Cristo, la alegría siempre nace de nuevo. “(# 1) ¿No es eso
exactamente lo que todos queremos, ser liberados del pecado, la tristeza, el vacío y
la soledad? ¿No es eso exactamente lo que todos necesitamos? La Cuaresma nos
brinda esa oportunidad, siempre que aceptemos estos 40 días y estemos abiertos a
la “nueva vida” que podemos encontrar en Jesús. Como es el caso en cada tiempo
de la Cuaresma, podemos lograr eso mediante la oración, el ayuno y la limosna /
obras de caridad.

Oración: Mientras que a algunas personas les gusta describir la Cuaresma como un
tiempo de privación y abnegación, la oración puede llevarnos a encontrar la alegría

Continued on page 4

Welcoming an early “Spring”
The Bishop’s Perspective La Perspectiva del Obispo
Accompanying Jesus to Calvary
as Jesus accompanies us

As hard as it is to realize that two months of this new year have come 
and gone, I am glad to know that we are in the month of March---the 
month I always associate with my most favorite season of all, spring!  In 
just a few weeks, we will observe the Spring Equinox, ending the long 
months of winter when all of nature was asleep, ready now to begin the next three 
months of spring, a time when nature returns to “new life” in all its splendor and 
freshness.  Already we are seeing the signs that springtime is near: it gets light 
earlier in the morning, and stays light longer into the evening, there’s signs of 
greenery breaking through the hardened frozen ground, the birds are tweeting 
their springtime songs and baseball spring training camps are alive and well.  

Spiritually speaking, we are in the midst of the liturgical season of Lent, a 
“springtime” of faith, as we are called to turn away from sin and whatever leads 
us away from God, and to return with hearts renewed to experience yet again 
God’s unconditional love and bountiful mercy.  During these Lenten days, we are 
reminded of the countless scriptural passages in the Old Testament when God 
goes to great lengths, thru His patriarchs and prophets, to plead to His people to: 
“return to Me with your whole heart, with fasting, weeping and mourning; rend 
your hearts, not your garments, and return to Me, the Lord”. (Joel 2:13)   However, 
the Gospel passages during these days of Lent are where we see and hear Jesus—the 
Son of God—the Word made Flesh—the Suffering Servant—the One Who has 
come to redeem the world—preaching the Good News of God’s love from a very 
personal and intimate perspective, as One Who knows God as Father, and Who 
teaches us to know God in that same personal and intimate way.  

One of the traditional Lenten devotions that is so worthwhile for all of us is 
when we gather together to pray the Stations of the Cross.  As we reflect on those 
14 Stations, we truly accompany Jesus as He carries the Cross that is laden with 
the sins of humanity, which is why it is so back-breakingly heavy, on His way to 
Calvary, where He would be crucified and die in reparation for the sins of the 
world—for your sins and my sins.  Following Jesus through the prayerful reflection 
on the Stations of the Cross reminds us of the depth of God’s love for us, that He 
would allow His Son to endure such ignominy and suffering, because that was the 
only way to accomplish God’s ultimate plan, which was to restore the relationship 
between our Father and His wayward sons and daughters of the human race.  
What Jesus accomplished on Calvary was a once-for-all-Saving Event, which we
commemorate each and every time we come together to celebrate the Eucharist.  
The least that we can do is to accompany Jesus through prayer, fasting and works of 
charity during these 40 days of Lent, and to prayerfully give thanks to God for His 
gift of redemption through the Stations of the Cross.  

What is truly amazing, however, is not only did Jesus accomplish this Saving 
Act of Reconciliation once-for-all on Calvary for us, which we sacramentally 
commemorate during each Holy Mass, but Jesus also accompanies each of us on 
our way through life. Jesus makes Himself Present to us in our daily sufferings 
and in our moments of joy; when life is difficult and in times of great success.  
Jesus accompanies us to strengthen our resolve with His grace, and to help us to 
accomplish what we cannot do on our own.  That is why, in addition to our times of 
personal prayer, fasting and works of charity, we should be inviting Jesus into our 
daily actions and seek the ways, through His accompaniment, to make our daily 
actions moments of grace for others.  The practice of the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy* are ways for us to fulfill what Jesus told us very clearly in the 
Gospel of St. Matthew Chapter 25 will be how we will be judged at the end of our 
lives.  We hope that we will be considered “righteous”, so that we will hear the 
Father say to us: “Come, you who are blessed…and inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, a stranger and you welcomed Me, naked and 
you clothed Me, ill and you cared for Me, in prison and you visited Me.  Then the 
righteous will answer Him and say: ‘When did we see You?….And He will say in 
reply: ‘Amen I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers/sisters of 
Mine, you did for Me.’”  

Being mindful of others circumstances with the Heart of Jesus and being 
compassionate toward their needs is a requirement for those of us who are trying to 
be faithful followers of Jesus, and who hope to be considered among the “righteous” 
who find our way to the Resurrection Joy of Heaven once our earthly “way of the 
Cross” is completed. 

As we look around our world and consider the political issues of the day, we, as 
followers of Jesus, need to look beyond political positions and see where the Heart 
of Jesus is calling us to go.  Whether we are considering issues such as immigration 
reform, gun control, racism, or the ecological care of our environment, we need 
to ask Jesus who is accompanying us, how He wants us to welcome the stranger, 
put an end to violence against others, work for equality among all people who are 
beloved daughters and sons of God, and how we safeguard the beauty of God’s
*see pg. 4 for a listing of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy

Acompañando a Jesús al Calvario
como Jesús nos acompaña a nosotros

Así como es difícil darse cuenta de que dos meses de este nuevo año 
han llegado y se han ido, me alegra saber que estamos en el mes de marzo 
--- el mes que siempre asocie con mi temporada favorita, ¡la primavera! 
En solo unas semanas, observaremos el Equinoccio de primavera, 

terminando los largos meses de invierno cuando toda la naturaleza estaba dormida, 
lista ahora para comenzar los próximos tres meses de primavera, un momento 
en que la naturaleza regresa a la “nueva vida” en todo su esplendor y frescura. Ya 
estamos viendo las señales de que la primavera está cerca: hay luz más temprano en 
la mañana y la luz permanece más tiempo por la noche, hay signos de vegetación 
que atraviesa el suelo congelado endurecido, los pájaros están twitteando sus 
canciones de primavera y los campos de Beisbol de entrenamiento de primavera 
están vivos y bien.

Espiritualmente hablando, estamos en medio del tiempo litúrgico de la 
Cuaresma, una “primavera” de fe, ya que estamos llamados a alejarnos del 
pecado y todo lo que nos aleja de Dios, y regresar con corazones renovados 
para experimentar una vez más el amor incondicional de Dios y abundante 
misericordia. Durante estos días de Cuaresma, recordamos los innumerables 
pasajes de las Escrituras en el Antiguo Testamento cuando Dios hace grandes 
esfuerzos, a través de sus patriarcas y profetas, para suplicarle a su pueblo que 
“regrese a Mí con todo su corazón, ayunando, llorando”; rasguen sus corazones, 
no sus vestiduras, y regresen a Mí, el Señor “. (Joel 2:13) Sin embargo, los pasajes 
del Evangelio -durante estos días de Cuaresma son donde vemos y escuchamos a 
Jesús — el Hijo de Dios — el Verbo hecho Carne — el Siervo Sufriente — el que 
ha venido a redimir al mundo — predicando las Buenas Nuevas del amor de Dios 
desde una perspectiva muy personal e íntima, como Aquel que conoce a Dios como 
Padre, y que nos enseña a conocer a Dios de la misma manera personal e íntima.

Una de las devociones cuaresmales tradicionales que tanto vale para todos 
nosotros es cuando nos reunimos para rezar el Vía Crucis. Al reflexionar sobre esas 
14 Estaciones, realmente acompañamos a Jesús mientras Él carga la Cruz cargada 
con los pecados de la humanidad, que es por lo que es tan abrumadoramente 
pesada, en Su camino al Calvario, donde Él sería crucificado y moriría en 
reparación por los pecados del mundo — por tus pecados y mis pecados. Seguir a 
Jesús a través de la oración de reflexión en las Estaciones de la Cruz nos recuerda la 
profundidad del amor de Dios por nosotros, que permitiría a Su Hijo soportar tal 
ignominia y sufrimiento, porque esa era la única manera de cumplir el plan final de 
Dios, que era para restaurar la relación entre nuestro Padre y Sus hijos descarriados 
e hijas de la raza humana. Lo que Jesús logró en el Calvario fue un evento de una 
vez para todos, que conmemoramos cada vez que nos reunimos para celebrar 
la Eucaristía. Lo menos que podemos hacer es acompañar a Jesús a través de la 
oración, el ayuno y las obras de caridad durante estos 40 días de Cuaresma, y   dar 
gracias en oración a Dios por su regalo de redención a través del Vía Crucis.

Lo que es realmente sorprendente, sin embargo, no es solo que Jesús cumplió 
este Acto de Reconciliación de una vez por todas en el Calvario por nosotros, 
que conmemoramos sacramentalmente durante cada Santa Misa, sino que Jesús
también nos acompaña a cada uno de nosotros en nuestro camino a través de la
vida. Jesús se hace presente en nuestros sufrimientos cotidianos y en nuestros
momentos de alegría; cuando la vida es difícil y en tiempos de gran éxito. Jesús 
nos acompaña para fortalecer nuestra resolución con su gracia, y para ayudarnos 
a lograr lo que no podemos hacer por nuestra cuenta. Es por eso que, además 
de nuestros tiempos de oración personal, ayuno y obras de caridad, deberíamos 
invitar a Jesús a nuestras acciones diarias y buscar los caminos, a través de su 
acompañamiento, para hacer de nuestras acciones diarias momentos de gracia 
para los demás. La práctica de las Obras Corporales y Espirituales de Misericordia

  son formas para que podamos cumplir lo que Jesús nos dijo muy claramente en el 
Capítulo 25 del Evangelio de San Mateo: será cómo seremos juzgados al final de 
nuestras vidas. Esperamos que seremos considerados “justos”, para que oigamos 
que el Padre nos diga: “Vengan ustedes que son bendecidos ... y hereden el reino 
preparado para ustedes desde el comienzo del mundo”. Porque tuve hambre, y me 
diste de comer, tuve sed y me diste de beber, un forastero, y me recibiste, desnudo y 
me cubriste; enfermo, y me cuidaste en la cárcel, y me visitaste. Entonces los justos 
le responderán y dirán: ‘¿Cuándo te vimos? ... Y él responderá:’ En verdad te digo, 
hagas lo que hagas por uno de estos hermanos / as míos menos, lo hiciste por Mí. ‘”

Ser consciente de las circunstancias de los demás con el Corazón de Jesús 
y ser compasivo con sus necesidades es un requisito para aquellos de nosotros 
que estamos tratando de ser fieles seguidores de Jesús, y que esperamos ser 
considerados entre los “justos” que encuentran nuestro camino hacia la 
Resurrección Alegría del Cielo una vez que nuestro “camino de la Cruz” terrenal se 
complete.

Continued on page 4
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y la esperanza renovada que anhelamos a través de
nuestro encuentro más profundo con Jesús. Alimen-
tando nuestra relación, dedicando tiempo en la ma-
ñana leyendo la Biblia y las reflexiones de la
Cuaresma, asistiendo a la Misa tan a menudo como
sea posible durante la semana, además de nuestra obli-
gación del domingo, rezando el rosario tan a menudo
como sea posible, y pasando tiempo en Adoración Eu-
carística cuando esté disponible para estar en unión
orante con Jesús mismo; todas estas son formas de en-
contrar a Jesús e invitarlo a nuestra vida diaria para
ayudarnos a alejarnos del pecado y creer en el Evange-
lio / la Palabra Salvadora de Jesús. Como escribió el
Papa Francisco en su Mensaje Cuaresmal de 2018: “Al
dedicar más tiempo a la oración, permitimos que
nuestros corazones eliminen nuestras mentiras secre-
tas y ... encuentren la consolación que Dios ofrece.”

Ayuno: Si bien es una gran práctica espiritual “aban-
donar” ciertas comidas o bebidas que nos gustan
como un acto de abnegación (no solo para perder al-
gunas libras), ¿qué pasaría si también “ayunáramos”
de las palabras que lastiman, de comentarios que divi-
den, de expresiones que son irrespetuosas, de argu-
mentos que son unilaterales y mezquinos. Como mi
madre solía decirnos siempre de niños: “Si no puedes
decir nada bueno, no digas nada en absoluto.” Obvia-
mente que tuvimos muchos momentos en silencio,
pero ella tenía la idea correcta. Como escribe el Papa
Francisco en su Mensaje de Cuaresma: “El ayuno de-
bilita nuestra tendencia a la violencia; nos desarma y
se convierte en una oportunidad importante para el
crecimiento ... nos hace más atentos a Dios y a nuestro
prójimo, y reaviva nuestro deseo de obedecer a Dios.”

Limosna / obras de misericordia: Las enseñanzas bá-
sicas sobre lo correcto y lo incorrecto se aprenden
temprano en la vida mediante la comprensión, e in-
cluso la memorización, de los 10 mandamientos, a
veces conocidos como los “10 no hacer.” La Buena
Nueva de Jesús centra nuestra atención, no solo en
aquellos actos que dicen “no” hacer, sino también en
todos aquellos que se nos dice que debemos “hacer,”
especialmente las Bienaventuranzas: las ocho “Hacer”
del Evangelio. También se nos insta a “hacer,” o sea
poner en práctica diariamente en nuestras vidas, las
Obras Espirituales y Corporales de Misericordia.
Como nos recuerda el Papa Francisco en su Mensaje
de Cuaresma: “La limosna nos libera de la avaricia y
nos ayuda a considerar a nuestro prójimo como her-
mano o hermana. Lo que poseo nunca es mío ...
Cuando damos limosna (llevamos a cabo obras de ca-
ridad / misericordia), compartimos el cuidado provi-
dencial de Dios para cada uno de Sus hijos ”
       Mis queridas hermanas y hermanos en Cristo, la
Cuaresma es el tiempo propicio para renovar y pro-
fundizar nuestra relación con Cristo y con los demás.
Que este Tiempo de Gracia de 40 días realmente sea
una primavera temprana. Que nuestra preparación es-
piritual para celebrar una vez más el misterio pascual
del sufrimiento, la muerte y la resurrección de Jesús
nos traiga una primavera espiritual a nuestros espíri-
tus cansados.
       Dios los bendiga, ahora y siempre.

Bishop expresses gratitude for 
inspirational giving
       On the Feast of the Epiphany Bishop Bradley wrote a letter to
the Faithful expressing his gratitude for the generous response to
disaster-relief efforts as well as “second collections”  — additional
requests for monetary support of Church needs throughout the na-
tional and the world.
       In his letter, Bishop wrote: “Certainly 2017 was a year of great
challenges and tragic circumstances in our country and various
parts of the world, from natural disasters, to horrific acts of vio-
lence, to economic uncertainty for many. What remained constant,
as well as a source of great inspiration, is the overwhelming gen-
erosity shown by you, the Faithful of our Diocese, to those in need.
Your generous response is a reflection of the Father’s unconditional
love for those members of our human family in need here in the
nine counties of our Diocese, and beyond.”
       Bishop Bradley detailed the financial amounts for each collec-
tion (see following), He expressed particular gratitude for the gen-
erous response to the Priests Retirement Fund which raised more
than $600,000 since its introduction in 2014. 
       “This incredible financial response has now made our Dioce-
san Priest’s Retirement Fund healthy, which will secure support for
our retired diocesan priests
who have served and minis-
tered so selflessly to the
Faithful of our Diocese. In
fact, because of this more-
secured Pension Plan, we
are now able to slightly in-
crease the monthly pension
benefit for our currently re-
tired priests for the first time
in 10 years…”
       He also committed to
enhancing the understand-
ing and information about
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 
       “I also wish to take this
opportunity to express my
gratitude for your generous
support of the Bishop’s An-
nual Appeal, which makes
possible all the Diocesan
ministries, services and pro-
grams which benefit the en-
tire Diocese. We are
committed to continually
finding improved ways to inform our Faithful people how those
funds are making a difference in the lives of those we serve.”
       The letter was distributed in parishes and may be found on the
diocesan website: www.diokzoo.org. 

$109,050 for Hurricane Harvey 
disaster relief;

$77,744 for Hurricane Irma 
disaster relief;

$62,715 for Peter’s Pence collection;

$32,385 for the Trinity Dome in the 
National Basilica;

$60,745 collected for the upkeep of
the Holy Land churches;

$46,260 for the Rice Bowl Collection;

$68,195 combined total for the 
Churches in Easter Europe, 

Africa and Latin America;

$30,000 from the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD); and
$77,305 for Catholic Relief Services

(CRS).

The grand total of all these 
collections to help people in

need is: $564,399.

LOVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS:

Gospel/the Saving Word of Jesus. As Pope
Francis wrote in his 2018 Lenten Message:
“By devoting more time to prayer, we en-
able our hearts to root out our secret lies
and…find the consolation God offers.”

Fasting: While it’s a great spiritual practice
to “give up” certain foods or beverages that
we like as an act of self-denial (not just to
lose a few pounds), what if we also “fasted”
from words that hurt, from comments that
divide, from expressions that are disre-
spectful, from arguments that are only one-
sided and mean-spirited. As my mother
used to always to say to us as children: “If
you can’t say anything nice, don’t say any-
thing at all.” Needless to say, we had a lot of
quiet times, but she had the right idea. As
Pope Francis writes in his Lenten Message:
“Fasting weakens our tendency to violence;
it disarms us and becomes an important
opportunity for growth…it makes us more
attentive to God and our neighbor, and re-
vives our desire to obey God.”

Almsgiving/Works of Mercy: The basic
teachings about right and wrong are
learned early in life by understanding, and
even memorizing, the 10 Commandments,
sometimes known as the “10 Don’ts”.  The
Good News of Jesus focuses our attention,
not only on those acts which are told
“don’t” do, but on all those that we are told
to “do”, most especially the Beatitudes —
the eight “Do’s” of the Gospel. We are also
urged to “do”, that is put into daily practice
in our lives, the Spiritual and Corporal
Works of Mercy . As Pope Francis reminds
us in his Lenten Message: “Almsgiving sets
us free from greed and helps us to regard
our neighbor as a brother or sister. What I
possess is never mine….When we give alms
(perform works of charity/mercy), we share
in God’s providential care for each of His
children.”
       My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Lent is the favorable season for renewing
and deepening our relationship with Christ
and with one another.  May this 40-day
Season of Grace truly be an early spring-
time.  May our spiritual preparation to cele-
brate once more the Paschal Mystery of
Jesus’ suffering, death and Resurrection for
us bring a spiritual springtime to our weary
spirits.  
       God bless you, now and always.

Sunday, February 25, 2018
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Adults – $9, Children (7-12) – $4

6 and under – Free

Cash and Basket Raffles 
St. Stanislaus Parish Hall

1861 136th Avenue., Dorr, Michigan 49323
For more information, call St. Stanislaus Parish at (269) 793-7268

St. Stanislaus Parish — Swe e t h e a r t  Soup  Dinn e r
Featuring: Authentic Czarnina,  

Hearty Chicken Noodle, 
Seafood Chowder, 

Cheesy Broccoli, and Packed Potato

Plus a bountiful Salad Bar, Homeade
Breads & Rolls, Pies, Cheesecakes, 

Desserts and More.

Take out available

Bishop Bradley’s Holy Week Schedule
at St. Augustine Cathedral

Sunday, March 25-Sunday, April 1, 2018
Sunday, March 25- 11:30 am- Palm Sunday Mass
Tuesday, March 27- 6 pm- Chrism Mass
Wednesday, Mar 28- 11 am Confessions and 12:10 pm 
Mass
Thursday, March 29-7 pm- Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Friday, March 30- Noon- “Seven Last Words” Liturgy
Saturday, March 31- 8:30 pm- Easter Vigil 
Sunday, April 1- Easter Mass, 11:30 a.m. 
*Please check St. Augustine Cathedral website for 
additional liturgies and times; www.stakalamazoo.org

Shown above: Bishop Bradley during last year’s Chrism Mass. This year the 
annual Chrism Mass will be held Tuesday, March 27 at 6 p.m. Representatives 
from all 59 parishes come to accept the holy oils used for sacraments. All are 
welcome to attend.

Making a Report of Sexual Misconduct Number
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s

Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be 
requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding 

sexual misconduct will be returned, usually within one hour. This toll-free 
telephone number has been established as a part of the diocese’s effort to protect 
children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and 
ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse 
within diocesan institutions and ministries only. If you have some other concern 
about diocesan schools, parishes or ministries, please contact the appropriate 
diocesan school, parish or office directly. In all cases of sexual abuse you are 

encouraged to report all cases to the local police or protective services.

Diocese offers “24 Hours for the Lord” 
The Holy Father has invited dioceses, parishes and communities to join with him in participating 

in the initiative entitled “24 Hours for the Lord.” This program, which was originally organized by the 
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, is aimed at placing the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation once again at the center of the pastoral activity of the Church. In his Lenten Message 
for this year, Pope Francis once again called for this dedicated time and this year chose the theme 
“With you is Forgiveness” based on Psalm 130:4. He asked that at least one church in each Diocese 
remain open for 24 hours for the opportunity for both Eucharistic Adoration and Sacramental 
Confession. Penitential Celebration over Pope Francis will preside over the opening Penitential 
Celebration on Friday, March 9, in St. Peter’s Basilica, 

“Over the past few years, Pope Francis has designated a beautiful ‘moment’ for the Lenten Season, 
in which particular attention is given to creating a special opportunity for penitence, prayer, and 
worship of our Lord in the Eucharist,” said Msgr. Michael Osborn, Vicar General for the Diocese. 

Joining with Diocese around the world, and accepting the Holy Father’s request, the Diocese will 
offer the following locations and times: 

 Central Deanery- St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo- March 9th, 6 a.m.-Midnight; March 10th, 
6 a.m.-Noon
 Northern Deanery- St. Peter, Douglas- March 8th, 8:30 a.m.- March 9th, 8:30 a.m.; ends with 
Mass on March 9th at 8:30 a.m.
 Southern Deanery- Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers- March 9th, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; March 10th, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
 Eastern Deanery- St. Charles Borromeo, Coldwater- March 9th, Noon-10 p.m.; March 10th, 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.
Western Deanery- St. Joseph, St. Joseph (Downtown)- March 9th, check parish for times.

The Corporal Works of Mercy
Feed the hungry 
Give drink to the thirsty
Clothe the naked
Shelter the homeless
Visit the sick
Visit the imprisoned
Bury the dead

The Spiritual Works of Mercy
Admonish the sinner
Instruct the ignorant 
Counsel the doubtful
Comfort the sorrowful
Bear wrongs patiently
Forgive all injuries
Pray for the living and the dead

creation all around us.  These are 
not choices that advance a political 
agenda; these are concerns that help 
us to build the Kingdom of God 
among us.  

As Pope Francis wrote in his 
Lenten Message for 2018, the 
increase of what he called “iniquity” 
in the world is a sign of a growing 
“coldness of heart”.   As he writes: 
“Perhaps you are disturbed by the 
spread of iniquity in the world, and 
the chill that paralyzes hearts and 
actions, and you see a weakening 
in our sense of being members of 
the human family….If at times the 
flame of charity seems to die in our 
own hearts, know that this is never 
the case in the Heart of God. He 
constantly gives us a chance to begin 
loving anew.”

My dear Family of Faith, this 
Lent is truly a “springtime”, a season 
to turn from sin and grow in God’s 
Love for us, and for all people.  As 
we spend time accompanying Jesus 
on His Way to Calvary and being 
inspired by His love for us and all the 
world, may we allow all our Lenten 
practices, devotions, and activities 
to be for the purpose of rekindling 
the love of Jesus in our hearts.  May 
Jesus, who accompanies us on our 
“way” through life, help us to share 
His love to all those we encounter 
along the way, not just until Easter, 
but throughout the remainder of our 
lives.  

Cuando miramos alrededor de nuestro mundo y 
consideramos los asuntos políticos del día, nosotros, 
como seguidores de Jesús, necesitamos ver más allá de 
las posiciones políticas y ver a dónde el Corazón de 
Jesús nos llama a ir. Ya sea que estemos considerando 
cuestiones como la reforma migratoria, el control de 
armas, el racismo o el cuidado ecológico de nuestro 
medio ambiente, debemos preguntarle a Jesús quién nos 
acompaña, cómo desea que acojamos al extraño, poner 
fin a la violencia contra otros, Trabajar por la igualdad 
entre todas las personas que son hijas amadas e hijos de 
Dios, y cómo salvaguardamos la belleza de la creación 
de Dios a nuestro alrededor. Estas no son elecciones que 
promuevan una agenda política; estas son preocupaciones 
que nos ayudan a construir el Reino de Dios entre 
nosotros.

Como el Papa Francisco escribió en su Mensaje 
de Cuaresma para 2018, el aumento de lo que él llamó 
“iniquidad” en el mundo es un signo de una creciente 
“frialdad de corazón”. Como él escribe: “Tal vez te 
perturbe la difusión de la iniquidad en el mundo y el 
frío que paraliza los corazones y las acciones, y ves un 
debilitamiento en nuestro sentido de ser miembros de 
la familia humana ... Si a veces la llama de la caridad 
parece morir en nuestros propios corazones, saber 
que este nunca es el caso en el Corazón de Dios. Él 
constantemente nos da la oportunidad de comenzar a 
amar de nuevo “.

Mi querida Familia de Fe, esta Cuaresma es 
verdaderamente una “primavera”, un tiempo para apartarse 
del pecado y crecer en el Amor de Dios por nosotros 
y por todas las personas. Mientras pasamos el tiempo 
acompañando a Jesús en su camino al Calvario y siendo 
inspirados por su amor por nosotros y por todo el mundo, 
permitamos que todas nuestras prácticas cuaresmales, 
devociones y actividades sean con el propósito de reavivar 
el amor de Jesús en nuestros corazones. Que Jesús, quien 
nos acompaña en nuestro “camino” a través de la vida, nos 
ayude a compartir su amor con todos los que encontramos 
en el camino, no solo hasta la Pascua, sino durante el resto 
de nuestras vidas.

The Bishop’s Perspective
Continued from page 3



MARCH 2018 The Good News | 5FEBRUARY  2018 “ Wa i t i ng  i n  J oy fu l  H o p e ”

By Nicole L.V. Mullis
Fasting. Praying. Almsgiving.
These are the action-words of
Lent.
       However, plopping spare
change into the Rice Bowl,
catching Mass on Ash Wednes-
day, and forgoing burgers on
Fridays is only skimming the
surface of this beautiful season.
Dig deeper and make Lent the
heart-changing, soul-mending,
Easter-morning-glory season it
can be.

FASTING
       Fasting reminds us we are
dependent on God for our
strength. Restricting what we
eat is one way to fast, restricting
what is eating our time, treas-
ure, and talent is another.
Maybe it's social media, drive-
thru coffee, free two-day ship-
ping, or those oh-so-binge-able
television series on Netflix.
Maybe it’s gossiping, complain-
ing, nursing a grudge, or in-
dulging in a “harmless little
vice.” Make a personal fast and
offer it to the Lord. If you
fail, offer the failure up to
the Lord. Ask him for the
strength to try again.
   Fasting lends itself well to
the other actions of Lent. If
it’s stopping a bad habit,
make a point to say a quick
prayer when the urge
strikes. If it’s something that
costs money, donate that
amount to the poor. If it’s
something that takes time,
use that time instead to help
a neighbor or read Scrip-
ture.
PRAYING
       St. Paul urges us to
“pray constantly,” but the
dings, beeps, and buzzes of
this fast-paced culture make
this a tall order. Lent invites
us to move toward that
“constantly.”
       Purchase or download
one of these pocket-friendly
guidebooks, which offer
five-minute daily reflections
and prayers from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sun-
day:
• “The Best Lent Ever”
available at www.Dynamic-
Catholic.com
• “Little Black Book” avail-
able atwww.littlebooks.org 
• “The Magnificat Lenten
Companion” available at
https://us.magnificat.net/

Attend daily Mass. It can be
one day a week or every day for
a week. Enjoy the intimacy of
receiving the Lord in this
smaller setting.

Give a good confession. Pre-
pare with prayer, asking Jesus to
reveal where pride, jealousy,
and the inability to forgive has
led you astray. Take these to the
confessional and let the Lord
heal you.

Attend Adoration and the Sta-
tions of the Cross, embracing
these sacred traditions of the
church.

Keep a prayer journal. Every
day write a prayer of praise, an-
other of thanksgiving, and an-
other of intercession. Be
specific. These prayers don’t
have to be long or formal. Re-
member, you are a child of God
writing your heavenly Father
from your heart.
       Make a list of people who
need prayer or with whom you
struggle. Pray the Rosary or the

Chaplet of Divine Mercy, re-
membering them to the Lord.
       Weave prayer into your
work. Pause before each task,
offering it to the Lord for a spe-
cial intention.

ALMSGIVING
       The Catholic Relief Serv-
ices’ Rice Bowl is the 24-hour
charity that fits on your kitchen
table. Did you know 75 percent
of the money raised helps needy
people around the world, while
the remaining 25 percent helps
needy people right here in our

Diocese (see related ar-
ticle, cover)? Consider
donating a percentage
of your weekly food
budget. Instead of
going out or ordering
in, give that money to
the rice bowl and make
yourself a sandwich.
Donate your coffee-
shop money and brew
your own coffee.

Make Lent a second
Christmas. Christmas
makes charitable giving
easy, but all those same
places are in need of
aid, especially during
the last days of winter.
Donate to your local
homeless shelter or
food bank. Collect
coats and gloves for the
poor and needy. Visit
the homebound and
those in nursing
homes. Volunteer at
the local soup kitchen
or hospital. Contact
your parish to see what
outreach programs
they support or contact
Catholic Charities Dio-
cese of Kalamazoo at
www.ccdok.org for do-
nation and volunteer
opportunities.

Lent offers opportunity to deepen faith

Rev. James Vinh Le, Parochial Vicar,
St. Augustine Cathedral, is shown 
dispensing ashes during last year’s
Ash Wednesday. 

Final year for priests’ retirement second collection
Five years ago the Diocese of Kalamazoo introduced the Dioce-
san Priests Retirement Fund to assist in fully funding the priests
retirement fund which had declined due to market fluctuations.
This year marks the final year for the second collection which
will be conducted on the weekend of March 3rd and 4th, 2018.
The Diocese of Kalamazoo is blessed with many senior priests.
Although retired they continue to serve through prayer, assisting
in parishes with Masses and confessions, visiting nursing homes
and countless other ways. This collection directly benefits priests
of the Diocese of Kalamazoo and is separate from the annual
December collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious,
which supports retired clergy and sisters of religious orders
across America.

40 Days for Life kicks off on Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the begin-
ning of Lent and the 40 Days for
Life prayer campaign. Featuring 40
days of prayer, fasting, community
outreach and peaceful vigil, 40
Days is an effort to focus on prayer
at abortion facilities and grassroots
educational outreach. The campaign will run through March 25.
Volunteers are asked to sign up for blocks of time to stand out-
side abortion facilities to pray peacefully. For more information,
visit www.40daysforlife.com/Kalamazoo

LOCAL  LENT  PROGRAMS

St. Jerome hosts Lenten Luncheon talks 
February 14: 

Very Rev. James Richardson, 
St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo

February 21: 
Rev. Patrick Murphy, chaplain, 

V. A. Medical Center, 
Battle Creek

February 28: 
Bishop Paul J. Bradley

March 7: 
Rev. Thomas McNally, 

St. Augustine Cathedral, 
Kalamazoo

March 14: 
Rev. Bill Jacobs, St. Catherine of

Siena Parish, Portage

March 21: 
Rev. John Fleckenstein, St. Philip

Parish, Battle Creek

The annual Lenten luncheons
will be held at St. Jerome
Parish Hall in Battle Creek
every Wednesday from 
February 14th through March
21st. Ash Wednesday Mass
will be celebrated by Very
Rev. James Richardson, V.F.
on Wednesday, February 14th
(Ash Wednesday) 
at 11 a.m. with the distribution
of ashes. The other Lenten
luncheon Masses will begin at
10:45 a.m. The speaker of the
day will begin his address fol-
lowing the celebration of the
Mass with a light lunch follow-
ing the presentation. There is
no charge for these events, 
but a free will offering is 
appreciated.

Join the CRS Rice Bowl Facebook roup and download 
the app from the iTunes or Google Play stores. To learn 
more about CRS Rice Bowl, visit: crsricebowl.org.

Institito San Agustin develops Spanish-speaking lay leaders

By Nicole L.V. Mullis
Although the Catholic faith is universal, faith formation works best in one’s native language.
The Diocese of Kalamazoo’s large population of Hispanic and Latino Catholics account for 47 

percent of the diocesan church. These Catholics asked for formal faith formation in their maternal 
language so they could better serve their parishes.

The Diocese of Kalamazoo Office 
of Multicultural and Hispanic Ministry, 
under the leadership of Dr. Fanny Tabares, 
created the Instituto San Agustín (ISAK), 
an intensive, three-year, Hispanic Pastoral 
Leadership Formation Program.

“It came from the people asking the 
bishop and the bishop supporting it,” 
Veronica Rodriguez, Associate Director of 
Parish Life and Lay Leadership, said. “No 
other programs have had this response.”

The ISAK enrolled their first class in 
Fall of 2011 with a grant from the Catholic 
Extension. Upon graduation, 80 Hispanic 
and Latino laity returned as decision-makers 
and Christ-bearers to their home parishes.

Cecilia Krajewski of St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek, was one of the first ISAK graduates.
“The Spanish-speaking priests who came [to our parish] only stayed two years, which didn’t give 

much time to establish or follow up with programs,” Krajewski said. “Having [lay] leaders would make 
sure working programs would remain from priest to priest.”

Although Krajewski entered to help her fellow parishioners, the rigorous training helped her 
personal faith life.

“It deepened my prayer life, my understanding of our beautiful Catholic faith, and the beauty of 
why we believe and do what we believe and do,” Krajewski said.

In 2014, an anonymous donor funded a second ISAK class, which resulted in another 92 lay 
leaders. That same donor has funded a third ISAK class, which began last fall and already has 140 
students.

“I have already been helping out in my parish, but I recognized I needed more knowledge about 
my Catholic Church to better help my community in God,” current ISAK student Xochitl Flores of 
San Felipe De Jesus Parish, Fennville, said.

Students meet monthly from September through May and attend a two-day summer retreat. 
Childcare is available. Parish mentors, often ISAK graduates themselves, help students between 
classes.

“Their commitment to the group they are mentoring and their support of the program is 
immeasurable,” Rodriguez said.

Each student creates a plan of action, detailing how they will use their education in their parish. 
The plan is presented to and approved by their pastor and ISAK leadership.

“The main objective of ISAK is to form lay leaders who can better serve their parish communities,” 
ISAK coordinator Dr. Angelica Valdes said. “It is the role of the parish to utilize their formation.”

Creating a plan of action was empowering for Krajewski.
“The purpose was to encourage us and get us accustomed to stand up and volunteer in our 

parish,” Krajewski said. “Once we did, it would be easier to take the next step – to take charge or be 
put in charge.”

ISAK graduates have become catechists, lectors  and lay ministers. They have helped develop 
Spanish-speaking preparation classes for marriage and baptism, as well as outreach programs for the 
homebound and migrants.

Although intended for the ten parishes with large Hispanic/Latino populations in the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo, the Institute has accepted students from the Diocese of Lansing and the Diocese of Grand 
Rapids.

“[Our donors] asked us to open [the ISAK] to other dioceses that want formation but have 
nothing similar for Spanish-speaking people,” Rodriguez said.

 “This program will open doors for many people who want to help in our churches but don’t have 
the skills or education to do it,” Flores said.

Daily Mass
Jane: My weekday activities 

include attending daily Mass. One 
of my fellow Mass-goers said to me, 
“I like reading your column, but you 
know what you should write about? 
The daily Mass. People need to 
know how great it is.”

I don’t often get requests, so I 
listened and prayed. Here is your 
column, John.

Daily Mass is different than Sunday Mass in many ways. It is 
not an obligation, and it’s shorter. The music is a cappella (which 
literally means in the chapel), and the setting can be intimate. A 
couple weeks ago, the only people there were the two priests, me, 
and the lady who served at the altar, so they asked me to read the 
scripture. It felt like God came down from heaven just to chat with 
the four of us. Going to Mass in the morning helps me start out 
a difficult day with peace, and it helps me begin an ordinary day 
with the miracle of the Eucharist. Daily mass is about preparing, in 
mind and spirit, for everything that happens outside of it.   

 John is right: daily Mass is great. 
Ellen: I’ve never made a habit of daily Mass. There was a brief 

time in high school when I would get to Hackett early to attend 
the morning mass two to three times a week. I remember how 
quiet the chapel was, the regular cast of attendees and the slightly 
disconcerting feeling of exiting that peace and rejoining the busy 
school hallways afterwards. On normal days, it was a nice way to 
gear up for the coming classes. On test days, it didn’t work in my 
favor--anxiety over the impending exam made it hard to relax into 
the moment.

My parents never minded driving me there early to attend, 
but also didn’t mind when I decided not to continue participating. 
I appreciated this. I understood that it was a practice I could 
embrace if it made sense, but not one that was tied to any sort of 
approval/disapproval.

Later, while living in Japan, I attended morning zazen 
meditation at a Buddhist temple across the street from my campus. 
This required an even earlier start of 5 a.m. and lacked music, 
readings, or words. It simply entailed sitting in front of a carefully 
maintained garden, straightening my posture, and emptying my 
mind.  I found it to be a similar experience to that of my high 
school Masses; there were good and bad days.

Now, I am aware that two churches near my home offer Mass 
every weekday, however, my work schedule doesn’t allow for 
morning or evening Mass. I don’t worry about it, choosing instead 
to take smaller moments during my day to step aside and let the 
moment breathe. It’s about finding space and embracing it, letting 
it be what it is and not stressing if it isn’t more.

Members of the diocesan Office of Hispanic Ministry are shown 
above with Bishop Bradley during last year’s San Agustin Instituto 
Graduation Ceremony. The current class is the third group to begin 
the three-year lay formation program. Shown from left are: Maria 
Trumm, Dr. Angelica Valdes, Bishop Bradley, Dr. Fanny Tabares 
and Veronica Rodriguez. 

The Other Six Days By Jane and Ellen Knuth
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Retiros Diocesanos para la
preparación de Quinceañeras
Por Veronica Rodriguez
Para las jóvenes que cumplen quince años y para sus padres, los re-
tiros diocesanos para la preparación de quinceañeras en el 2018 son
de 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. en las siguientes fechas: 
Sábado, Abril 14 en Sacred Heart Parish, Bangor, MI; 
Sábado, Julio 21 en Sacred Heart Parish, Bangor, MI; y
Sábado, Septiembre 9 en el Crowley Center de la Catedral de San
Agustín, Kalamazoo, MI. 
El objetivo del Retiro
Diocesano de
Quinceañera es de re-
flexionar sobre las
tradiciones religiosas,
la virtud de la familia
y las responsabilidades
sociales que la
quinceañera de hoy en
día abarca. Al igual que reflexionar sobre las responsabilidades cris-
tianas del joven de hoy. 
       Recuerden que primero deben hablar con su párroco (por lo
menos 6 meses antes de la fecha que desean celebrar la
quinceañera). También recuerden que deben participar en la forma-
ción que proporcione la parroquia. El Retiro Diocesano para las
quinceañeras y sus padres es un complemento a esa preparación que
ofrece la parroquia. Los temas que se tratan son: Origen de la Fiesta
de Quinceañera; significado de los símbolos; los sacramentos; re-
sponsabilidad cristiana y social; y otros temas de importancia para
los jóvenes y la familia. 
       Es importante notar que para cada fecha hay un cupo limitado
de 20 jovencitas más sus papás/padrinos. Se les pide que envíen su
registración o llamen para registrarse por lo menos una(1) semana
antes de la fecha que desean hacer el retiro. No se aceptarán mas
registraciones una vez que se llenen todos los cupos y tampoco se
aceptaran personas que previamente no se han registrado.
       Para más información, pregunte en su parroquia o puede llamar
a la oficina Diocesana al 269-903-0197.

       El miércoles 14 de Febrero
del 2018 se celebra el miércoles
de ceniza y se da inicio a la
Cuaresma. En ese día también
están disponibles en las parro-
quias unas cajitas llamadas
“Plato de Arroz”. 
       El Plato de Arroz es el programa de Cuaresma
de Catholic Relief Services (CRS) para las familias
y comunidades de fe en los Estados Unidos que
quieren poner su fe en acción. A través del Plato
de Arroz, se invita a los participantes a escuchar
historias sobre sus hermanos y hermanas necesita-
dos en todo el mundo, y dedicar sus oraciones,
ayuno y donativos de Cuaresma para cambiar la
vida de los que sufren en la pobreza en diferentes
países del mundo. Los participantes realizan su
jornada durante los 40 días de la Cuaresma. En las
cajitas de cartón, su familia va depositando la can-
tidad de dinero que desea donar y se devuelven las
cajitas a la parroquia el domingo de Ramos, 25 de
marzo. Este dinero es coleccionado para CRS para
ayudar a los pobres en todo el mundo. Se llama
“Plato de Arroz” porque si todos colaboramos, de
arroz en arroz podemos alimentar a centenares de
personas. 
       El lema para este año 2018 es “Salir al Encuen-
tro: Compañeros en el Camino.” Estamos llamados
a ser compañeros en el camino y la Cuaresma es
un tiempo de encuentro, un encuentro con
nosotros mismos; un encuentro con nuestro
prójimo; y un encuentro con nuestro Dios. A
través de la ORACIÓN, encontramos a Cristo en
nuestra vida y en cada miembro de nuestra familia
humana. A través del AYUNO, encontramos los
obstáculos que nos impiden servir a Dios y a nue-
stro prójimo. A través de los DONATIVOS, en-
contramos el amor de Dios y lo compartimos con

nuestros hermanos y hermanas
necesitados.
El Plato de Arroz de CRS te invita

a ti, tu familia y comunidad a
caminar al lado del Buen Samari-
tano, para reflexionar sobre la pre-
gunta, ¿Quién es mi prójimo?

Muchos de nuestros prójimos están en
movimiento: migrantes, refugiados, personas de-
splazadas internamente, viajeros. El buen samari-
tano — un viajero él mismo, alguien en
movimiento — nos muestra lo que significa en-
contrarse con el desconocido, acompañar a al-
guien necesitado y convertirse en un compañero
en el camino.
       Convierte tu mesa familiar en una expresión
de solidaridad global y da tiempo para crecer jun-
tos como una familia. Para más información sobre
el plato de arroz y para ver videos y otras sugeren-
cias para hacer en familia, pueden ir a
http://www.crsricebowl.org/es/families. Para re-
flexiones/actividades para los jóvenes, pueden ir a
http://www.crsricebowl.org/es/schools#grados.  
“La Cuaresma es el tiempo propicio para renovar
nuestro encuentro con Cristo, viviendo en su Pal-
abra, en los sacramentos y en nuestro prójimo.” –
Papa Francisco
Oración de Cuaresma
Dios del camino, Cuando nos tropezamos en el
camino de la vida, nos acompañas. Tu amor nos
hace levantarnos y comenzar de nuevo. Que nues-
tras oraciones, ayuno y donativos de Cuaresma
sean un encuentro con tu misericordia. Que nues-
tra experiencia con tu amor nos inspire a ir y hacer
lo mismo, como compañeros para nuestro prójimo
más necesitado, y para cada miembro de nuestra
familia humana. Amén. 

Plato de Arroz de Catholic Relief Services (CRS)

       El término de un año es una
oportunidad para revisar nues-
tra vida frente a lo que real-
izamos y pedir perdón por las
equivocaciones y por lo que de-
jamos de hacer; es un tiempo
propicio para dejarnos mirar
por Dios y recibir su misericor-
dia que supera nuestra debilidad
y nos reconcilia con Él, con los
demás y con nosotros mismos.
Vienen a nuestra memoria más
rápidamente los errores y las
heridas que marcan fuertemente
nuestro corazón, nos culpabi-
lizan, nos aleja de los demás y
nos hacen casi que olvidar todas
las bendiciones que recibimos. 
       Para el cristiano de fe el
tiempo pasado no fue perdido a
pesar de los errores, sino que,
con la mirada puesta en Dios
que perdona y nos ayuda a
aprender de las caídas, es una
ocasión para iniciar este año con
la esperanza renovada y con el
deseo de hacer de cada día una
oportunidad para ser felices, no
pensando solo en nuestras
propias necesidades, sino entre-
gando nuestra vida y los bienes
que se nos han confiado para el
bien de los otros, especialmente
los más pequeños y vulnerables;
ésta es la clave para hacer que el
2018 sea diferente, salir de nues-

tra comodidad, e individual-
ismo y aceptar el llamado de
Dios.
       Desafortunadamente mu-
chos al finalizar y comenzar el
año utilizamos predicciones,
costumbres, colores, amuletos y
lo que nos dicen los astros para
saber cómo será el nuevo año y
engañados ponemos nuestra es-
peranza en falsas promesas,
pero hoy es el momento de
recordar la fidelidad de Dios y
poner nuestras metas, trabajos,
salud, familia y felicidad sobre
Él, que es nuestro Padre que nos
ama y cuida de cada uno de
nosotros con providente amor.
       No tengamos miedo de
oponernos a estos diversos en-
gaños y con valentía demos tes-
timonio de la presencia de Dios
niño, nacido por nosotros, por
nuestra salvación y en quien
esta puesta nuestra fe; pidamos
la fuerza al Espíritu Santo para
que en nuestras familias, en el
trabajo y con nuestros amigos
seamos testigos de la salvación
recibida en Jesús, liberados de la
esclavitud del miedo por el fu-
turo y de la incertidumbre por el
dinero caminemos con la confi-
anza con la que camino la Vir-
gen María.

Comenzar el Nuevo Año de la Mano de Dios
Por Hermanas Misioneras Siervas del Divino Espíritu

Encuentro Diocesano Pre-Matrimonial: Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría
Por Veronica Rodriguez
Comenzando en el 2018 la Oficina del Ministerio Hispano estará colaborando con
la Oficina de la Iglesia Doméstica para proporcionar la formación de parejas
basándose en el Programa de Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría. Este es un fin de sem-
ana de preparación matrimonial para parejas comprometidas y está enraizado en
las virtudes y en la Teología del Cuerpo. El programa incorpora una rica teológica
católica con una sólida psicología. 
Para las parejas que se van a casar o para las parejas de matrimonio que quieren un
fin de semana de reflexión, el Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría en el 2018 es de 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. en las
siguientes fechas: 
Sábado 17 y Domingo18 de Marzo en el Centro Pastoral Diocesano, Kalamazoo
Sábado 9 y Domingo 10 de Junio en el Centro Pastoral Diocesano, Kalamazoo
Sábado 4 y Domingo 5 de Agosto en el Centro Pastoral Diocesano, Kalamazoo
Las parejas que desean casarse, recuerden que primero deben hablar con su párroco (por lo menos 6 a 9
meses antes de la fecha que desean celebrar la boda). También recuerden que deben participar en la for-
mación que proporcione la parroquia. La Formación Diocesana, Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría, es un
complemento a esa preparación que ofrece la parroquia. 
       Para más información, pregunte en su parroquia o puede llamar a la oficina Diocesana al 269-903-
0197 o al 269-903-0199.

Febrero/February
9 (Viernes): 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource
Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Mi-
grante).
14 (Miércoles): Miércoles de Ceniza. Comienza la Cuaresma.
17 (Sábado): 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Instituto San Agustín Pro-
grama de Formación y Liderazgo. 2017 – 2020 Primer Año
de formación. Tema: Introducción a la Biblia por Rev.
Stephen Dudek.
Marzo/March
3 (Sábado): 10 a.m.-12 m. Reunión del Comité Diocesano de
Pastoral Hispana, Centro Pastoral Diocesano, Kalamazoo.
9 (Viernes): 9a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource
Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Mi-
grante).
17 (Sábado): 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Instituto San Agustín Pro-
grama de Formación y Liderazgo. 2017 – 2020 Primer Año
de formación. Tema: Liturgia y la Santa Misa por Fr. Steven
Cron.
17 y 18: 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría. En-

cuentro pre-matrimonial para las parejas que se van a casar.
Lugar: Centro Pastoral Diocesano, 215 N. Westnedge Av-
enue, Kalamazoo, MI 49001.
25 (Domingo): Domingo de Ramos
26-31: Semana Santa 
29-30: Jueves y Viernes Santo, Cerradas las oficinas del
Centro Pastoral Diocesano. 

Abril/April
1 (Domingo): Domingo de Pascua 
2 (Lunes): Lunes de Pascua, Cerradas las oficinas del Cen-
tro Pastoral Diocesano.
13 (Viernes): 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Reunión de Migrant Resource
Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la Comunidad Mi-
grante).14 (Sábado): 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Retiro Diocesano de
Quinceañeras – retiro bilingüe para la preparación de
quinceañeras. También deben participar los padres de las
quinceañeras en el retiro. Lugar: Sacred Heart Parish, 201 S.
Walnut Street, Bangor, MI 49013.
21 (Sábado): 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Instituto San Agustín Pro-
grama de Formación y Liderazgo. 2017 – 2020 Primer Año
de formación. Tema: Cristología: Encuentro con Jesús por el
Dr. Timothy Matovina.

Calendario/Calendar
 Calendario/Calendar
Marzo/March
3 (Sábado): 10:00a.m.-12m. Reunión del Comité Diocesano 
de Pastoral Hispana, St. Joseph Church, Kalamazoo.
9 (Viernes): 9:00a.m. – 12:00p.m. Reunión de Migrant 
Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la 
Comunidad Migrante).
17 (Sábado): 8:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. Instituto San Agustín 
Programa de Formación y Liderazgo. 2017 – 2020 Primer Año 
de formación. Tema: Liturgia y la Santa Misa  por Fr. Steven 
Cron.
17 y 18: 8:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría. 
Encuentro pre-matrimonial para las parejas que se van a 
casar. Lugar: Centro Pastoral Diocesano, 215 N. Westnedge 
Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49001.
25 (Domingo): Domingo de Ramos
26-31: Semana Santa 
29-30: Jueves y Viernes Santo, Cerradas las oficinas del 
Centro Pastoral Diocesano. 

Abril/April
1 (Domingo): Domingo de Pascua 
2 (Lunes): Lunes de Pascua, Cerradas las oficinas del Centro 
Pastoral Diocesano.
13 (Viernes): 9:00a.m. – 12:00p.m. Reunión de Migrant 
Resource Council (agencias que ofrecen servicio a la 
Comunidad Migrante).
14 (Sábado): 9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. Retiro Diocesano de 
Quinceañeras - retiro bilingüe para la preparación de 
quinceañeras. También deben participar los padres de 
las quinceañeras en el retiro. Lugar: Sacred Heart Parish, 201 
S. Walnut Street, Bangor, MI 49013.
21 (Sábado): 8:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. Instituto San Agustín 
Programa de Formación y Liderazgo. 2017 – 2020 Primer Año 
de formación. Tema: Cristología: Encuentro con Jesús Dr. 
Timothy Matovina.

Encuentro Diocesano Pre-Matrimonial: 
Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría
Por Veronica Rodriguez

 Comenzando en el 2018 la 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano 
estará colaborando con la Oficina 
de la Iglesia Doméstica para 
proporcionar la formación de 
parejas basándose en el Programa 
de Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría. 
Este es un fin de semana de 
preparación matrimonial para 
parejas comprometidas y está 
enraizado en las virtudes y en la 
Teología del Cuerpo. El programa 
incorpora una rica teológica 
católica con una sólida psicología. 

Para las parejas que se van 
a casar o para las parejas de matrimonio que quieren un fin de 
semana de reflexión, el Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría en el 2018 es 
de 8:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. en las siguientes fechas: 

Sábado 17 y Domingo18 de Marzo en el Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano, Kalamazoo

Sábado 9 y Domingo 10 de Junio en el Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano, Kalamazoo

Sábado 4 y Domingo 5 de Agosto en el Centro Pastoral 
Diocesano, Kalamazoo

Las parejas que desean casarse, recuerden que primero 
deben hablar con su párroco (por lo menos 6 a 9 meses antes de 
la fecha que desean celebrar la boda). También recuerden que 
deben participar en la formación que proporcione la parroquia. 
La Formación Diocesana, Matrimonio Lleno de Alegría, es un 
complemento a esa preparación que ofrece la parroquia. 

Para más información, pregunte en su parroquia o puede 
llamar a la oficina Diocesana al 269-903-0197 o al 269-903-0199.

Semana Santa (Marzo 25 – Abril 1, 2018)
 Esta semana debe ser realmente Santa para todos los católicos.  Es la semana cuando la Iglesia 

se dedica más profundamente a reflexionar sobre la vida, muerte y Resurrección de Jesús.
 La Iglesia en esta semana nos ofrece una gran cantidad de símbolos maravillosos para 

ayudarnos en esta jornada espiritual de encuentro con el Señor.  Encuentro con este Dios maravilloso 
que se encarnó en la humanidad para dignificarnos para  ‘endiosarnos,” es decir para elevarnos y 
mostrarnos con su vida, con su entrega, su infinito amor.  

Esté atento para recoger el boletín de su parroquia y ver el horario de la Semana Santa y participar 
en ella. 

 También, esté atento a las lecturas de cada día para que en familia 
podamos acompañar a la Iglesia Católica Universal en esta jornada 
espiritual.  Vayamos día por día de esta semana:

 Domingo de Ramos: “Entrada Triunfal del Señor  a Jerusalén.”   La 
gente esperaba un Mesías rey, esperaban a un rey como los que estaban 
acostumbrados a ver.  Pero todo lo contrario, Jesús aparece humildemente 
montado sobre un asno como lo había dicho el profeta Zacarías 9,9.  Jesús 
es aclamado como rey por la muchedumbre.  Jesús es el Rey que trae la 
paz, que trae la justicia, que trae el amor y el perdón.  “Decían: ¡Bendito el 
que viene como rey en nombre del Señor!  ¡Paz en el cielo y gloria en las 
alturas!  (Lucas 19,38).  Haciendo alusión a esa entrada triunfal de Jesús a 
Jerusalén tendremos la procesión con Ramos que serán bendecidos y nos 
acompañarán en esta jornada de fé.  Este Domingo de Ramos será uno de 

los días en donde tendremos una lectura larga y muy rica en contenido.  La lectura de la pasión de 
Jesús, Lucas capítulos 22 y 23.

Lunes, martes y miércoles Santo
Continuamos en la misma reflexión sobre la vida y pasión de Jesús.  A continuación las lecturas de 

esos días para reflexionar en familia:  
Lunes Santo: Isaías 42, 1-7; Salmo 26; Juan 12,1-11
Martes Santo: Isaías 49, 1-6; Salmo 70; Juan 13,21-33. 36-38.  Este día, Marzo 27 a las 6p.m. 

tendremos en la catedral la bendición de los óleos, para los sacramentos de bautismo, confirmación, 
unción de los enfermos y sacramento del orden.  Concelebrará el Obispo con todos los sacerdotes de 
la Diócesis.  Usted es bienvenido(a).

 Miércoles Santo: Isaías 50,4-9a; Salmo 68; Mateo 26, 14-25. 
Jueves Santo: Este día comenzamos el Triduo Pascual (Jueves, Viernes 

y Sábado-Domingo).  Este día celebramos la institución de la Eucaristía con 
la Ultima Cena; el pan y el vino convertidos en el cuerpo y sangre de Cristo.  
También este día está dedicado a los sacerdotes.  El Jueves Santo es un día 
lleno de símbolos maravillosos.  Lecturas para la misa de este día, Éxodo 
12, 1-8. 11-14; Salmo 115; 1ª Corintios 11, 23-26; Juan 13, 1-15.  Después 
de la Homilía se hace el lavatorio de los pies.  El sacerdote se acerca a cada 
una de las personas escogidas antes y les lava los pies para recordar lo que 
hizo Jesús con sus discípulos, como símbolo de servicio y entrega.  “Os doy 
un mandamiento nuevo: que os améis unos a otros como yo os he amado” 
Juan 3,34.  Se continúa la Misa con la plegaria Eucarística y la consagración.  
Después que los fieles reciban la comunión, se lleva el Santísimo en 
procesión hasta un lugar preparado especialmente para la oración en donde 
la gente vendrá a visitar al Santísimo hasta media noche.  Este día recordamos cuando a Jesús lo 
tomaron preso.

 Viernes Santo: En este día no hay misa.  La celebración consta 
de 3 partes: Liturgia de la Palabra, Adoración de la Cruz, y la Sagrada 
Comunión.  Lecturas para este día: Isaías 52, 13-53, 12; Salmo 30; Hebreos 
4, 14-16; 5, 7-9; Juan 18, 1-19, 42.  Pasión de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo.  En 
este día también se hace el Viacrucis y en algunos lugares se acostumbra 
representar las Estaciones del Viacrucis dramatizado en vivo.

 Sábado Santo en la noche: La Vigilia Pascual: Esta es la ceremonia 
más linda de la Semana Santa porque nos habla del Triunfo del Señor 
sobre la muerte.  Si Dios venció a la muerte nada podemos temer.  Nuestro 
Dios es el Dios de la vida.  Esta celebración se hace cuando cae la tarde 
para comenzar a oscuras la ceremonia.  La noche nos ofrece recogimiento, 
silencio y es muy simbólica.  Se comienza con una fogata en la puerta 
de la Iglesia.  Símbolo de fuego nuevo, allí se enciende el Cirio Pascual 
símbolo de la luz de Cristo y de Cristo Resucitado.  Cirio que se utilizará 

Matrimonio y Vocaciones
por Hermanas Misioneras Siervas del Divino Espíritu

Comenzamos por discernir qué es vocación:
Esta palabra significa llamados por la boca de Dios. Todos 

absolutamente todos hemos sido llamados a vivir la vocación del 
amor y a la santidad, ni uno solo se escapa o puede decir yo no he 
sido llamado.

Pero este llamado se especifica en un estado de vida, es allí 
donde se puede vivir mejor este llamado de Dios.

Los estados de vida son: el celibato o la vida laical, la vida 
religiosa, la vida sacerdotal, y el matrimonio.

Celibato o la Vida laical: es la opción de no tomar votos 
religiosos o consagración sacerdotal, ni tampoco contraer 
matrimonio prefiriendo servir a Dios desde este estado de vida. 
Esforzándose por vivir la castidad y la entrega generosa por el 
reino de los cielos, desde su lugar o ambiente.

Vida religiosa: consiste en hacer voto público de pobreza, 
castidad y obediencia en una orden religiosa sea masculina o 
femenina para tratar de santificarse en el esfuerzo diario. Y a través 
de la vivencia de la pobreza evangélica, la castidad ofrendada como 
un tesoro y la obediencia a sus superiores como quien trabaja en la 
gran empresa de Dios. Consagrando todo su tiempo su posibilidad 
de una familia, su patria y su familia sanguínea para adquirir una 
familia religiosa con un mismo ideal.

La vida sacerdotal: consagrados, separados para Dios, es 
una porción de Dios. Dios elige a hombres para hacerlos sus 
mensajeros y además para traer la presencia de Jesús al mundo 
en la eucaristía, representan a la persona de Cristo sumo y eterno 
sacerdote.

El matrimonio: es la consagración de dos personas que 
prometen amarse y buscar la santidad y el amor en esta unión 
que por ese vínculo se convierte en Sacramento, o sea sagrado 
convirtiendo en sagrado todo lo que proviene de esta unión 
amorosa entre dos personas que juntos quieren alcanzar la 
perfección.

Así todos escuchando la voz de Dios un día decidimos elegir la 
forma de responderle generosamente a Nuestro Señor desde la vida 
laical o célibe, la vida sacerdotal o religiosa, o desde el matrimonio, 
pero todos respondiendo al llamado de Dios a la santidad.

Todos tenemos vocación.

Continued from page 7
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Here & There

Making a Report of Sexual Misconduct Number
A report of sexual misconduct may be initiated at the Diocese of Kalamazoo’s

Sexual Misconduct Question and Reporting Line: 877-802-0115. A caller will be
requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding
sexual misconduct will be returned, usually within one hour. This toll-free tele-
phone number has been established as a part of the diocese's effort to protect

children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse
within diocesan institutions and ministries only. If you have some other concern
about diocesan schools, parishes or ministries, please contact the appropriate
diocesan school, parish or office directly. In all cases of sexual abuse you are 

encouraged to report all cases to the local police or protective services.

Trauma Recovery 
Program in Spanish

The Diocese of Kalamazoo continues
with the Trauma Recovery Program in
Spanish. If you know someone who
has suffered any type of trauma 
(physical, sexual, neglect, etc.) either in
the past or present, please refer them
for help to Lisette Mira-Amaya 
269-929-7084. It is necessary to make
an appointment as soon as possible,
before the program begins, with the
counselor Lissette.

BISHOP BRADLEY’S 
CALENDAR

Feb. 11 – Closing Mass for The
Presence, Hackett Catholic Prep,

11 a.m.

Feb. 12 – World Day of the Sick
Anointings and Mass, Borgess

Hospital, 11 a.m.

Feb. 14 – Ash Wednesday Mass,
St. Augustine Cathedral, Noon

Feb. 18 – Rite of Election, 
St. Augustine Cathedral, 3 p.m.

March 5 – Reading Month 
Activities, Immaculate Conception

Catholic School, Three Rivers, 
9 a.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
WITH BISHOP

March 2 – Our Lady of the Lake,
Edwardsburg, 7 p.m.

March 16 – St. Stanislaus, Dorr,
9:30 a.m.

Activities around the 
Diocese  

Feb. 8 – Good News and Brews,
7-9 p.m. at Arcadia Brewing 

Company, Kalamazoo. Dynamic
speakers, engaging topics, and 
fellowship for married and single

young adults from college through
their 30s.

Feb. 16 – Gaudium Christi, St.
Joseph Parish, Battle Creek, 7:30-
9 p.m. Time for Eucharist Adora-
tion, live worship music, Gospel
reflection. Contact: Tim McNa-

mara, tmcnamara@diokzoo.org. 
Feb. 21 – Catholic Divorce Sur-
vival, Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.,

St. Thomas More Student Parish.
Cost: $35 for materials. Call: 
269-381-8917 x274 or email 

Dcn. Joe Schmitt, 
jhschmitt@charter.net.

Feb. 17 – Art as a Doorway to
Prayer, with Fr. Peter Fennessy,

S.J., St. Joseph Parish, Rose Cen-

Diocesan Trauma Recovery Program 
begins new session this month

Do you have childhood memories that are painful? 
Do you have a history of abuse, neglect or other

trauma? Are you currently struggling in your relation-
ships, social functions, work situations? You may be 

eligible for this free program, to help you find the tools
that will enhance your quality of life. Currently, the
Diocesan Trauma Recovery Program is accepting 
participants for the winter/spring series of classes,

which begin at the end of February. For further infor-
mation or to register, please call the Trauma Recovery 

Program @ 269-903-0134 and leave a message.

Lenten Fish Fries
Baked & Fried Cod Fish Dinners include:  French Fries,

Mac-n-cheese, Cole slaw and roll. Your meal also includes:
coffee, water and punch. Beer, wine, pop & desserts also

available for additional cost.
Families of 5 or more $45. 

$9 Adults, $5 Children ages 6-12; Under 5 free.
Doors open at 4 pm; dinner served 5-7 pm. 

Fish Fry dinners are served every Friday through Lent: 
February: 16 & 23   • March: 2, 9, 16, 23

For more info check out; www.kofc1616.com 
or call 269-345-4685

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 1616
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH

936 LAKE ST., KALAMAZOO
Located at Bennet Building

Please remember the Holy Father Pope Francis' 
intentions in prayer throughout the 
month February:

Universal: Say “No” to Corruption
That those who have material,
political or spiritual power may resist 
any lure of corruption.

Intentions from Pope Francis

Retreat offers hope and 
healing after abortion
This month a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat will be held in Kalamazoo
open to both women and men who are struggling with the emo-
tional and spiritual pain of an abortion experience. Rachel's Vine-
yard is a safe place to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by
abortion. Weekend retreats offer participants a supportive, confi-
dential and non-judgmental environment where women and men
can express, release and reconcile painful post-abortive emotions
to begin the process of restoration, renewal and healing.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
February 23-25, 2018.  This retreat will be held in the Kalamazoo

area. For more information or to register, 
call (616) 340-1824 or toll free 1-800-800-8284 

or email: mwalsh@ccwestmi.org All inquiries are strictly 
confidential. Financial assistance is available.

The retreat is sponsored by the Diocese of Kalamazoo.

Catholic Women host Lenten Day of 
Spiritual Renewal

All are invited to attend with the Kalamazoo Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women on Thursday, March 15th for a Lenten Day of Renewal – 
“Pray, Fast, Give,” at St. Mary Parish, Kalamazoo. The day will 

include speakers, prayer, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Mass, 
Newman’s Bookshoppe, The Way of the Cross meditations, morning 

refreshments, lunch, and more. 
The day will begin with registration from 8:15 a.m. – 9 a.m. and conclude

at 3 p.m. Contact Carolyn Morrison to register by 
Sunday, March 11, at carolynmorrison@hotmail.com or 

517-617-5682. The cost is $20, grants are available.

ter, 301 Wayne St., St. Joseph, 9
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 8 a.m. before the retreat

followed by a light breakfast. 

Feb. 22-25 – Cursillo Weekend for
Men, Amigo Retreat Center, Stur-
gis. Weekend focused on deepen-

ing your Catholic faith and
relationship with Christ. Led by

Spiritual Advisor Rev. Dan Hyman.
Application available at kalama-
zoocursillo.com. Contact: Jeff

Chancey, 269.921.0668,
jeff.chancey@kendallelectric.com.

Feb 23-25 – New Life Retreat, 
St. Bernard Parish Center, Benton

Harbor; 6-9 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m-
8p.m. Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sunday. Must attend all three days.
Suggested cost: $40. Includes 

materials and meals (2 Saturday, 
1 Sunday) Contact: 269-925-2425

or register at
ssjohnandbernard.org

March 15 – KDCCW Lenten Day
of Renewal, St. Mary Parish, 

Kalamazoo, 8:15 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Theme is “Pray, Fast, Give”. Light

breakfast and lunch provided.
Cost: $20. Contact: 

Carolyn Morrison, 517-617-5682, 
carolynmorrison@hotmail.com.

March 16 – Gaudium Christi, 
St. Joseph Parish, Battle Creek,
7:30-9 p.m. Time for Eucharist
Adoration, live worship music,

Gospel reflection. Contact: 
Tim McNamara,

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org.

Outside the Diocese
May 19 – Matthew Kelly, New York

Times bestselling author and 
internationally acclaimed speaker,
presents “Living Every Day with

Passion & Purpose” at the 
DeltaPlex Arena in Grand Rapids

at 7 p.m. Tickets are $39 and 
available at

dynamiccatholic.com/passion-and-
purpose-live-grand-rapids-mi-may-

19-2018.

Diocesan Annual 
Open Retreat 

March 10-11
Join us for the 2018 Diocesan 

Annual Open Retreat March 10-11
at Transformations Spirituality

Center. This year’s theme is “The
Heart of the Desert: Discernment
of Spirits”. The facilitator will be

Elizabeth Gengle, founder of
"Movements of the Heart" Retreat
Ministry. The retreat begins with 9

a.m .Mass on Saturday, March
10th and concludes after the 9:30
a.m. Mass on Sunday, March 11th.

Attendees can choose to stay
overnight or commute. The cost is
$125 for double occupancy, $150
for single occupancy and $85 for

those commuting, if paid by Febru-
ary 23rd. After that there is an ad-
ditional $20 added on and rooms
given on a first come, first serve

basis. All registrations are due by
March 2nd. For more information

or to register, please contact 
Tim McNamara at

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org.

Young Adult Retreat
heads to Pretty Lake

March 16-18
All young adults are invited to

spend a weekend in prayer, reflec-
tion and fellowship during the 2018

Young Adult Retreat. This year’s
theme is “Becoming a Great Saint
in Everyday Life” and the retreat

will be held at Pretty Lake Camp in
Mattawan. The retreat begins at 7
p.m. on Friday, March 16 and con-
cludes at Noon on Sunday, March

18. Cost is $50 and includes all
meals and snacks. In addition to
time for reflection and fellowship,

there will be Mass, Adoration, 
Reconciliation, guest speakers 
and presentations. For more 

information or to register, contact 
Tim McNamara,

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org, 
269-903-0139. 

Sisters of St. Joseph host 
“Brunch with the Nuns” 

on February 25
The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph invite all inter-
ested people to “Brunch with the Nuns” on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25 at Nazareth, 3427 Gull Rd., Kalamazoo. Mass begins
at 9:30 a.m. in Holy Family Chapel, followed by brunch and
conversation. Women and men of all ages are invited to
learn about the various relationships with the Congregation,
as associates or as members of religious life.  Please RSVP
to Sr. Bernie Dean at 269-967-1195. 

Young Adult Retreat heads to Pretty Lake March 16-18
All young adults are invited to spend a weekend in prayer, 

refl ection and fellowship during the 2018 Young Adult Retreat. 
Th is year’s theme is “Becoming a Great Saint in Everyday Life” 
and the retreat will be held at Pretty Lake Camp in Mattawan. 
Th e retreat begins at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 16 and concludes 
at Noon on Sunday, March 18. Cost is $50 and includes all meals 
and snacks. In addition to time for refl ection and fellowship, 
there will be Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, guest speakers and 
presentations. For more information or to register, contact Tim 
McNamara, tmcnamara@diokzoo.org, 269.903.0139.

40 Days for Life continues through March 25
Th e 40 Days for Life prayer campaign. Featuring 40 days of 

prayer, fasting, community outreach and peaceful vigil, 40 Days 
is an eff ort to focus on prayer at abortion facilities and grassroots 
educational outreach. Th e campaign will run through March 25. 
Volunteers are asked to sign up for blocks of time to stand outside 
abortion facilities to pray peacefully. For more information, visit 
www.40daysforlife.com/Kalamazoo.

Here & Th ere
BISHOP BRADLEY’S 

CALENDAR
March 4 – Closing Mass for 

Diocesan Youth Confi rmation 
Retreat, Gull Lake Ministries,

10 a.m.
March 5 – Reading Month 

Activities, Immaculate Conception 
Catholic School, Three Rivers

 9 a.m.
March 5 – Lenten Lecture Series, 

Southern Deanery,
Our Lady of the Lake, 
Edwardsburg, 6 p.m.

March 13 – 11 a.m. Confessions 
and 12:10 p.m. Mass, St. 

Augustine Cathedral
March 13 – Lenten Lecture Series, 

Western Deanery,
St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph,

6 p.m.
March 14 – Ad Hoc Committee 

Against Racism, Borgess 
Lawrence Center

March 15 – Lenten Lecture Series, 
Eastern Deanery,
St. Philip Parish,

Battle Creek, 6 p.m.
March 16 – Stations of the Cross, 

St. Stanislaus, Dorr, 9:30 a.m.
March 18 – St. Mark Parish, Mass 

and Anointing, Niles, 10 a.m.
March 19 – Lenten Lecture Series, 

Northern Deanery, St. Margaret 
Parish, Otsego, 6 p.m.

March 22 – 11 a.m. Confessions 
and 12:10 p.m. Mass, St. 

Augustine Cathedral
*See page 4 for Holy Week 

schedule

For more Lenten Events,
including Penance 

Services at more than 
30 parishes around the 

diocese, visit
www.diokzoo.org/

lenten-events

Activities around the
Diocese  

March 8 – Good News and Brews, 
7-9 p.m. at Arcadia Brewing 

Company, Kalamazoo. Dynamic 
speakers, engaging topics, and 
fellowship for married and single 

young adults from college 
hrough their 30s.

March 9-10 – “Discipleship: A Call 
to Communion” Lenten Retreat, 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 

Three Rivers: March 8 - 10: 
March 8 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.;
March 9 - potluck at 5:30,

retreat 6:30-8:30 p.m.;
March 10 - immediately following

4 p.m. Mass - 7:15 p.m.
March 9 – St. Tom’s Young Adult 

Simple Supper and Scripture,
7 p.m. in the Bronco Room; 

supper, prayer and Lectio Divina of 
Sunday’s readings

March 13-15 - Parish Collaborative 
Mission with Fr. Ken Schmidt: 

Tuesday, March 13 - 6-8 p.m. at
St. Mary of the Lake,

New Buffalo;
Wednesday, March 14 - 6-8 p.m. at 

St. Mary of the Assumption,
Three Oaks;

Thursday, March 15 - 6-8 p.m. at 
St. Agnes, Sawyer.

March 15 – KDCCW Lenten Day 
of Renewal, St. Mary Parish, 

Kalamazoo, 8:15 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Theme is “Pray, Fast, Give”.

Light breakfast and lunch 
provided. Cost: $20. Contact: 

Carolyn Morrison, 517.617.5682, 
carolynmorrison@hotmail.com.

March 15 – “Pathway from 
Addiction to Recovery, Wholeness 
& Holiness”, St. Mary Parish Hall, 

Marshall, 7 p.m.
March 16 - Gaudium Christi, St. 

Joseph Parish, Battle Creek, 
7:30-9 p.m. Time for Eucharist 
Adoration, live worship music, 
Gospel refl ection. Contact: Tim 

McNamara, tmcnamara@diokzoo.org.
March 16 – Lenten Supper, St. 

John Bosco, Mattawan, 5-7 p.m. 
with Stations of the Cross to follow.

March 17 – St. Joseph Table 
(Tavola), St. Peter Parish, Douglas, 

immediately following 5 p.m. Mass. 
No charge for the all-you-can-
eat dinner. Free will donations 
go to several missions around 

the world. Contact Linda Jensen, 
269.561.2174.

March 23 – St. Tom’s Young Adult 
Simple Supper and Scripture, 7 

p.m. in the Bronco Room; supper, 
prayer and Lectio Divina of 

Sunday’s readings.

Lenten Lecture Series
St. Jerome, Battle Creek

The annual St. Jerome’s Lenten 
Luncheon Series will be held at St. 
Jerome Parish Hall in Battle Creek 
every Wednesday through March 
21st beginning at 10:45 a.m. The 
speaker of the day will begin his 

address following the celebration of 
the Mass with a light lunch follow:

March 7 – Fr. Thomas McNally
March 14 – Fr. Bill Jacobs

March 21 – Fr. John Fleckenstein

Fr. John Fleckenstein,
St. Philip, Battle Creek

Fr. John’s Lenten Lecture Series 
– You Pick the Topic, held during 

Midweek Faith Lift on Wednesdays, 
St. Philip Parish; dinner 5-6 p.m.; 
talk 6-7:30 p.m. This Lent Fr. John 
will explore answers to submitted 

questions, e.g., Why do we believe 
what we believe? How can faith be 

relevant to my daily life? Submit 
your questions about the faith or 
a topic you want explored to Fr. 

John: frjohn@bcacs.org.

Msgr. Thomas Martin,
St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg

Msgr. Martin will take a look at “Our 
Life In Christ” on Wednesday’s 

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at St. Martin 
of Tours Parish, VIcksburg. Topics 

will be:
March 7 - Prayer

March 14 - Redemptive Suffering
March 21 - The Eucharist

St. Monica, Kalamazoo
St. Monica’s Tuesday Evening 

Lenten Refl ections on the “Four 
Last Things” will begin at 7:45 p.m. 

in the community building. Fr. 
Dan Doctor will be the facilitator.          

All are welcome.

Th e annual Spring retreat for Persons with Disabilities will be held Saturday, April 28 beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. to Sunday, April 29 concluding at 1 p.m. Th e retreat is held in the scenic Lakeview 
Lodge at Camp Friedenswald in Cassopolis.  Th is year’s retreat will explore the life of St. Philip Neri 
with a special focus on his example of following Christ with joy.  Participants will enjoy fellowship, 
food, prayer, activities, craft s, Mass and more.  Registration deadline is April 16 and the retreat is 
limited to 20 participants.  Registration packets will be available soon.  Cost is $35.  Scholarships 
are available.  For more information to register or volunteer, contact Lisa Irwin at 269-903-0177;                            
lirwin@diokzoo.org.

The annual spring overnight retreat for adults with cognitive disabilities will be held at Camp Friedenswald in Cassopolis 
on Saturday, April 28 through Sunday, April 29th. Shown above are a group enjoying last year’s retreat.

Annual Spring Overnight Retreat for Adults with 
Cognitive/Developmental Disabilities, April 28-29, 2018

Hope for Marriages in Crisis: Do you feel lost, alone or 
bored in your marriage? Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with 
your spouse? Are you constantly fi ghting? Or, do you simply 
shut down? Have you thought about separation or divorce? 
Does talking only make it worse? Rediscover healing and love 
and fi nd hope by attending Retrouvaille (pronounced re-tro-vi 
with a long i). Th e program off ers tools needed to rediscover a 
loving marriage relationship. Th e next Retrouvaille weekend 
begins March 23, 2018.  Please don’t wait. Th e next weekend is 
not scheduled until September 28, 2018. For more information, 
to register or to sponsor a couple: Phone 616.752.7004 
|retrograndrapids@gmail.com |retrouvaille.org|, P.O. Box 26 
Grandville Michigan, 49468

más adelante para el bautismo.  Todos entran en procesión con 
velas a la Iglesia que tiene las luces apagadas símbolo de la Tumba 
de Cristo y se va iluminando con el Cirio 
Pascual y las velas que traen todos.  Cristo 
entra en el mundo y en la oscuridad 
para transformarlos.  También entran en 
Procesión los Catecúmenos y Candidatos: 
adultos que se estuvieron preparando 
durante el año para recibir el bautismo y 
la Confi rmación en esta ceremonia tan 
especial.  En algunas parroquias que tienen una pila bautismal se 
hace bautismo de inmersión es decir para bautizarlos se les echa 
agua en la cabeza que moja todo el cuerpo.  La Vigilia Pascual es 
una ceremonia litúrgica plena en contenido y con muchas lecturas.  
Las lecturas de esta noche: son 7 lecturas del Antiguo Testamento y 
dos del Nuevo Testamento más los salmos después de cada lectura 
del Antiguo Testamento.  Génesis 1, 1-2, 2; Salmo 103; Génesis 
22,1-13, 15-18; Salmo 15; Éxodo 14. 15-15,1; Isaías 54, 5-14; Salmo 
29; Isaías 55, 1-11; Cantico Isaías 12; Baruc 3, 9-15. 32-4,4; Salmo 
18; Ezequiel 36, 16-17. 18-28; Salmo 50; Romanos 6,3-11; Salmo 
117; Lucas 24, 1-12.

El Domingo de Pascua continuamos celebrando solemnemente 
la Resurrección del Señor.  “He resucitado y viviré siempre 
contigo.”  Lecturas: Hechos 10, 34a. 37-43; Salmo 117; Colosenses 
3, 1-4; Juan 20, 1-9.  

Que tengan una ferverosa y Feliz Semana Santa.

Semana Santa (Marzo 25 – Abril 1, 2018)
Continued from page 6

CRS OFFERS LENTEN RESOURCES
By Lisa Irwin

Lent is a time of encounter. We are invited to become 
companions on the journey, accompanying our brothers and sisters 
most in need, especially the migrant and refugee.  How can your 
prayers, fasting and almsgiving inspire renewed love of neighbor 
this Lent?  Take time to refl ect on this question throughout 
Lent, and on the story that inspired it, the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan. CRS has developed a series of short videos to enhance 
our refl ection.  Th e Good Samaritan refl ection series featuring 
well-known Catholic leaders such as Bishop Edward Burns and 
Lisa Hendey, founder of Catholic Mom, is available on YouTube, 
and on the CRS Rice Bowl website,  https://www.crsricebowl.org/
share-the-journey.  Th rough CRS Rice Bowl, our Lenten prayers, 
fasting and almsgiving become an expression of love truly making 
a diff erence in the lives of people around the world
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There will also be a special preview on the 
Passion Play trip to Oberammergau in 2020! 

Fr. Robert Creagan

for a Pilgrimage to Rome
November 8th-16th, 2018
There will be an informational meeting for 

this trip on Thursday, February 15th 
at 6 pm at St. Augustine Cathedral Church.  
542 W Michigan Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

Meeting Location: Crowely Center.

For more info or to RSVP please call: 
SeaLandAir Travel Inc • 513 E Michigan Ave • Paw Paw, MI 

• 269-657-5529 • info@sealandairtravel.com

Join Fr. Robert Creagan of the Kalamazoo Diocese

DENVER, Jan. 6, 2018 — One of the largest gath-
erings of Catholics around the topic of evange-
lization, SLS18: Inspire & Equip, hosted by the
Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS), welcomed more than 8,000 partici-
pants to Chicago Jan. 2 – 6, 2018. Attendees,
most of them college students, honed evangeliza-
tion skills through training and practice sessions.
SLS18 had more than twice as many attendees as
SLS16, hosted two years ago. Recordings of sev-
eral speaker talks and dozens of event photos are
at facebook.com/FOCUSCatholic. 
       The conference included three tracks; a Col-
legiate Track for the more than 5,000 college stu-
dents who came from 410 campuses, the Campus
Ministry Track for more than 500 chaplains and
campus ministers and a Lifelong Mission Track
for over 1,000 lay ministers, parishioners, semi-
narians, parish priests, FOCUS alumni and bene-
factors. Additional attendees included others
wishing to transform their parishes, communities
and workplaces, as well as more than 800 FOCUS
staff.
       Jim Caveziel, who played the role of Jesus in
“The Passion of the Christ,” was a surprise guest
during the Wednesday evening keynote. Caveziel,
who stars in the upcoming film, “Paul, Apostle of
Christ,” encouraged attendees to be warriors ani-
mated by faith. Keynote speakers for SLS18 in-
cluded Bishop Robert Barron, Sr. Bethany

Madonna, Fr. Mike Schmitz, Lisa Bren-
ninkmeyer, Jason Evert, Curtis Martin, Dr. Ed-
ward Sri, Kelsey Skoch, Sarah Swafford and Mike
Sweeney. 
       SLS18 included daily opportunities for Mass,
adoration, confession and discernment. 
       More than 200 priests concelebrated daily
Mass and heard approximately 4,000 confessions
over the course of the five-day event. Celebrants
included Cardinal Blase J. Cupich (Archdiocese
of Chicago), Archbishop George Lucas (Archdio-
cese of Omaha), Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio
(Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA) and
Archbishop John J. Myers (Archbishop emeritus
of Diocese of Newark).  
       Many world-renowned Catholic speakers
shared perspectives on current faith issues, in-
cluding experts such as Helen Alvaré, Fr. Philip
Bochanski, Dr. Mary Healy, Fr. John Kartje,
Harry Kraemer, Jr., Dr. Jonathan Reyes. Enter-
tainment included singer and songwriter Matt
Maher, illusionist Mark Cook and performance
painter Mike Debus. 
       FOCUS alternates years with hosting its na-
tional events: SEEK and SLS. Last year, SEEK2017
inspired nearly 13,000 attendees in San Antonio,
Texas. Registration is now open for SEEK2019,
which will be in Indianapolis, Indiana, Jan. 3 – 7,
2019, at www.seek2019.com. More than 700 peo-
ple have already signed up.

Sisters host services for Day of Prayer
for Victims of Human Trafficking
       The Sisters of St. Joseph have worked tirelessly to raise
awareness for the issues surrounding human trafficking. This
month they are hosting two prayer services at Holy Family
Chapel, Nazareth. The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace
and the International Union of Superiors General has designated
February 8 as an annual day of prayer and awareness against

human trafficking. February 8 is
the feast day of St. Josephine
Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a
child and sold into slavery in
Sudan and Italy. Once Josephine
was freed, she became a Canossian
nun and dedicated her life to shar-
ing her testament of deliverance
from slavery and comforting the
poor and suffering. She was de-
clared a Saint in 2000 by Pope John
Paul II.

The Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph will host a prayer

service at 6 p.m. on February 8th at Holy Family Chapel at
Nazareth. An additional prayer service has been planned earlier
in the week on February 6th at 4 p.m. also at Holy Family
Chapel. All are invited. 
Additional resource: www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program

Catholics brave Chicago in January for national conference

Local couple has their marriage blessed by 
Pope Francis
Mark and Sharon (Alexander) Voege were married on December 22 at Immaculate
Conception Church, Three Rivers. The couple then traveled to Rome where they at-
tended a papal audience on December 27th. Along with close to 100 couples they
received a special blessing from Pope Francis for a happy fruitful marriage. Sharon
is the principal of Immaculate Conception School, Three Rivers. 

FOCUS ministers, Diocesan staff and young adult ministers from around the Diocese of Kalamazoo participated in a
national conference on evangelization hosted by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS). Headliners
included Bishop Robert Barron, popular musical artist Matt Maher and a surprise visit from actor Jim Caveziel, who
played Jesus in the “Passion of the Christ” movie. Tim McNamara, Associate Directory, Young Adult ministry, for the
Diocese affirmed the positive results of the conference. “We’ve already put all the fruits of what I learned to good use
by sharing it at our Good News&Brews”. 

On February 18th Bishop Bradley will celebrate the annual Rite of Election at 
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo. This annual Liturgy of the Word celebration
welcomes the candidates and catechumens from around the Diocese. After the
conclusion of the rite catechumens, those who will be baptized and confirmed at
the Easter Vigil on March 31, 2018, will be known as “the Elect”. The candidates
will be known as the “Illuminati”, those who will be enlightened by being received
into full communion with the Church. Shown above is Barbara Vincent, St. Mark
Parish, Niles, from the 2017 Rite of Election. 

First Annual Day of Giving
During Catholic Schools Week 2018, several schools throughout the Diocese participated in a Day of Giving, a special 
24-hour donation drive, from 9 a.m. on January 30 to 9 a.m. January 31. Donations at presstime totaled more than 
$28,000 (with some outstanding gifts still being tallied). More information, including an exact total raised, will be 
reported in a future edition of The Good News and the Office of Schools annual report.  St. Basil Elementary School 
students (pictured above) posted a special thank you photo on their Facebook page during Catholic Schools Week.

Catholic Schools Week
Bishop Bradley celebrated two school Masses in celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week – January 31 for the Battle Creek Area Catholic Schools at 
St. Philip Catholic Church , Battle Creek (pictured below) and February 1 at 
Hackett Catholic Prep, where several schools attended, totaling more than 
1,100 students (pictured above).

Hackett alumnus earns national athletic honors
Hope Baldwin, the 2017 Valedictorian 

of Hackett Catholic Prep, received the 
MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award and won 
the regional NIAAA section (Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana) award 
last spring. She went on to win the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators 
Association National Scholar Athlete of the 
Year Award in Phoenix last December, as 
well as the Wooden Cup Award, presented 
by Athletes for a Better World, which she 
will receive in Atlanta this April. 

Baldwin, pictured at right with 
Bishop Bradley at the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Scholarship Award Banquet last spring, 
earned second place in the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Scholarship program for her 
senior capstone project.  While attending 
Hackett, Baldwin played soccer, volleyball 
and basketball while at Hackett and is currently a freshman at the University of Notre Dame studying 
neuroscience and behavior with a pre-med concentration.

The St. Monica Catholic School 2017/2018 Student 
Council crafted this official student prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the privilege St. Monica School gives, which 
allows us to share, practice, and know that God lives.

St. Monica, intercede for us during the course of this day. 
Encourage us to trust in God and to pray.

St. Joseph of Cupertino, patron of education, help us to be 
thankful for our teachers, family, staff, and their dedication.

Holy Spirit, our comforter, be by our side for protection and 
lead us in the heavenly direction. Amen

St. Rose of Lima School in Hastings received a proclamation last month for its 100th Anniversary from the Mayor of 
Hastings. Pictured above with the Mayor are principal Lori Pearson and students.


